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A true diſcovery bow the 


OMMON-WEALTH 
oF 
ENGELEAND, 


Lave. been cheated of thein. 
Taye 3 __ 20 for 


Lo 

SAL b = daily pra- 
Y At Fife by ſome particu- 
lar Merchants , both 
if Native and Srrangers , 


VERSE "yl ali rabh Trea- 
"4. — Ay. a= - * 
| | fore of Natio! | 


reat prejudice of the 


-alch (fo res | 
and Eſtares a ari 
tior SEEIT $08 done, and 
- = ro this Common- 
and _ a fed Prem, 
and” exemplarie pun nt 

the offendours, of ſome of the chief 
"mn, theſe miſchicfs will never be 
'-nxed, (and rhe Common-wealth 
"ill undermined | by. thoſe _—_ 


- 


_ 
_ 
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[C = 
kable dammage thereof 
d for that ſome, through -ignoranc 
hes not underſtand and conceive the 
great dammage which may come tc 
the Common-wealth,. by che ſuffering 
theſe aboveſaid abules to continue, 
and others 'more crafrie and ſubrile 
boch Gald-ſmiths and Merchants, rha 
are Tranſporters of Gold aud Silver; 
and iſers of ſeveral high fraud: 
and abuſes upon Con and Bullo7, _ 
the confidence ( or impudence )- 
make arguments for defending + 
Tranſgreiſours. Now for the informa- 
tion of ſome in rheir judgements, that 
have defied a true account,whar Law 
dre now in. farce in this Nation fe 
prevention of theſe miſchiefs ; whar 
Orders and Laws in France, Holland 
and Flanders, for the regulating of 
their Aints, Money, and Bullion ; what 
puniſhments and reſtriftion upon the 
offendours. 
I haye procured the —_—_—y 
. Placcaets of France, Holland, 
Flanders to be tranſlated ;, have tbbre« 
viared them for your information. 5 anc 
quoared ſome Laws of this Nation-nov 
in force, as herxeafrer follow, | 
| And if you pleaſe romake the Law! 
—_— w the -Hoaſe, __ 
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than it is now drawn, I humbly "X 
ive you will do the Common-wealth *_ 
e greater benefir, conſidering the+. ** 
ingprefent condition—of the Common» 
wealrh: 
 Tranſportitig 6f Treaſure hath been 
Felonie, 4. Henry 7. cap. 13. and 17. 
Edward 4. this Statute to endure for 
twentie years. I humbly conceive the 
pmmon-wealth hath now as much 
eaſon-to look to keep the Treaſures 
m the Nation as they had then, confi- 
dering all things. 
Thar you would be pleaſed to give 
ane Moyetic at the leaſt to any perſon 
or-perſons that will,or can diſcover the 
rfOffendours : that ſo by this reward, all 
perſons may be invited to diſcover the 
offOffendours all over the Nation, ang 
he ſame rule followed which was i 
14. Rich. 2. cap. 12. where Commiſſi- 
ons by A& of Parliament, were grant- 
, andfjed throughout the Realm, to inquire 
andJof ſuch as had conveyed the Money of 
bre<$Eg/and out ofthe Nation 3 in doing 
; andwhereof, great ſums throughout the 
nowYNarion will come to the State, and the 
© FOffendours will remember the Pro» 
Law 'Jverb, ſweet meat muſt have ſower ſtmce, 
1C they ſhall be enforced ropay _ 
chan-Þack to the Stategthat which they have 1 
A 3 defrauded _ -; 
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*- defranded them of, and will preveng 


" thetn and all others hereafter, for & 


fortunes by any of the aſorefaid indi: 


re covrſes, which ſo highly tend rc 


the dammage of this Common wea! 
By theſe deceits, Commerce a ſpoil 


Traffich deccycth, thefe things that aye 


needfull for mans preſervation gr 


dear , the bandie-craſts work ceaſe 


the work-m.en betake themſelves to ſont 
other places, and the Commonaltie, t 
tak all in a word, is brought to Pow 
rae, { as s Gravely obſei wed by the Ma 
Rey General, and Counccl of the Mint j 
Flanders, 2. Ofober 1647. in thei 
Declaration, clearly demonſtrating 
That the carefull and punctual keey 
ing of the Placcaet of the Mint, is ve 
ry neceflary, and withall profitable-rc 
 rrnnhaa of whar ſtate, qualitie, or 
condition ſoever 3 ſhewing, that if the 
Plarraet be nor obſerved, bur tha 
money ſhould be out above tt 
true ern through theſe diferey - 
they ſhall never be able to keep tt 
Treafure within their Countrey. 
_ And in their Declaration ir 
moſt: jadicially , the great miſchief! 
thar befall a Nation by eohannci 


BD peting Gur Honey, deny ang8 al 


cr 
re 
E\ 
be 
m 
C 
al 
re 
ct 
C 
fi 
ct 
ſe 
bt 
el 
ly 
a\ 
it 
by 
m 
a 
M 
th 
fe 
-m 
I ar 
3h 
P 
& 


(s) | 

Jcore for the Common-wealth, but ut» == 

Arerly deſtruftire ro all forts of peoples” 
even from the Prince to the poor La = 

;4 bourer, to any Free-Srate or Com» © 
mon-wealth, .to all Merchandize and - - 

mn rv yy 7 
a nt, yer do norof- 

L not — the minds and 

gr] comprehenfions,. not onely of the 
Common people, bur alſo of thoſe to 

yhom the imployment of Publick Of-. 

fice have given more judgement and 

credit m mannaging of affzirs them- 

ſelves, and who dare to ſpread it a- 

© broad, that there isno harm nor evil in 
enhauncing rhe Con above its rrue ya- 
lue and worth, becauſe they can putt 
away at the ſame price as they receive 
1r5 not taking notice by the way, that 
by raifing and augmenting the price of 

of maney ger __ _ 

I zugment and encreaſe ice of al 

& Merchandizes and provitions propor- 

J cionable, whereby of neceſfitie-muſt 
follow, that if the Moneys be aug- 
-mented and heightened,the Landlords 
and Credicours receive ſo much Jeſs; 

x ebelbecchandives Video, _—_ 

elf 7ares grow preſently dearer3 

cing} Publick Treaſure. cirher 'Exciſe or 
;realf Cuſtoms are abated, by ſo much as 
cureþ-.- A 4 d (2, 
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<4 . 1enhaunce or leſſen your Maney 
| it is-not the Denomination of 
h thigh price of Gold or Silver ſers the 
"'y | bur it muſt have wxight anc 
finene(s: proporrionable. to what you 


® 


call ir, or elſe. you go upon awrong 
ground 3 As for example,. in. Scotland 
they call Thirtecn pence balfpenic, a 
Mark; and Twentze pence, they call 
Twentie ſhillings ; this denomination 
of a great value givesnot the intrinfi- 
call value. * 

I cauſed theſe men following to þ 
Fined in the Star-chamber 'for tran- 
ſporting Gold and Silver, and Calling 
and. Melting. down. the-currant heavy 
Coyn of the Nation. 


The 25" of Fan. 12" Car: 


Charles Franke 
Robert Ellis 
Iſaac Remeere 
Facob Delew 
Roger Fletcher 
Richard Cockram 
Fobn Parrat 


"GY - 
The 17'» of Febr. 12" Cap.” 


Peter Hern - nat 

Fohn Terry | _— 

Timothy Eman 2000) 

af Iſaac Brames 1000, 

Henry Futter 5 = 

Henry Sweeting 50O 
-o bell Fobmn Perrin 100l 
man. 


ling} The total of the ſaid Fines: 
ey amount to the ſum of. © 
241001; 


Cary 57. Zobn woollafton Knight,and #7li- 
am Gibs 'Eſquire, both Aldermen of 
200 the Ciry of London, being informed a-' 
HOW gainſtin rhis [nformarion. by the late 
Kings then Attorney Generall 3 pro-" 
cured” the late Kings Pardon, and fo 
DOOY were diſcharged. 
__ Dm. Petey Fountaine who was = 
formed.” againſt for tranſporting ' © 
OY Gold; procured his Pardon debeny Frag 
menr of 1100!. And all theſe | d 
bring to aTryall all at my own Charge. 
- That beſides the fourteen offendours 
A 2 ſentenced 


o 
% "Va * Sms _—_— g 
Wa SS Y -> » " _— by \ 
EG.” Re = = 
3 


The 


| (8) 
fenrenced in Star-Chamber and Par- 
doned, as aforeſaid; there are many @- 
ther Merchants, Gold{miths and o- 
thers, that have tranſported Gold and 
Silver oor of the Nation, that have fold 
Gold and Silver ar above the priceof 
Þ-- _. that _ — much 
light Gold, Engliſh and Forraign, and 
great quantities of Gold and Silyer to 
Merchants and orhers ro tranſport, 
thathave culled and meked” down the 


weighrieſt current Silver Coyns, as 


ſhillings, ſxxpences and halfcrowns, all 
which offences are againſt the com- 
mon Laws of rhe Nation : And the wil- 
dorxand policie of State hath, apon- 
free and generall Pardons at Parlia- 
ments, exempred it our of the free 
Pardon, thereby the mace to terrific 
and reſtrain men from venturing in. 
that kind, to tranſport Gold or Silver, 
or to melr down the current Silyer 
Coyns of the Nation. 

Thar divers Gold-fmiths of Loxdow, 
are become Exchangers of Bullion of 
þ we me Ir; and buy itof Mer- 
enants (; & pretending to carry. 
itro the Mint 3 but indeed they are 
the greateſt Inſtruments for tranſporr- 
| tag tharare 3 and in a manner, they are 
b-. --. —pa_—————— 

on 
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with Engliſh and Forrzign Gold, Spa- 
niſh maney, Rix-dollers, Piſtollers, 


Cardacues 3 culling and melting down 
the current Silver Ceyns 
Realm for Plare and Silver-thread:and 
no doubt, when a true repreſentation 
of the abuſes of ſuch Gold-ſmiths, Fi- 
ners, _ bob porneds as I been 
formerly, and is daily prattiſed by ma- 
ny of them, ſhall be made appear 3 I 
doubr nor but the Parliament will 
think fir ro rake the ſame into conf} 
deration, and provide ſome means to 
reſtrain them from doing the Come. 
mon-wealth thar damwage,as formerly 
hath'been done. 

Thar ſome of the Gold-ſmirhs make 
it rheir uſe and Jn ro buy light 
Engliſh Gold of ſhep-keepers and. o- 
thers, which by the Laws of this Na- 
rion, wanting beyond .remedy, Dogs 
tobe bought as BuUion, and upon th 
fale, ought ro' be defaced, and new 


Coyned in rhe Mint: Bur they take 


another way 3 for they ſell, all this 
Gold'ro tranſport, though ir want 4- 
$. or 6. gains abeye the allowance, 
and thata 20*, peece will not make 
19. to be Coyned inthe. Mint 5 yet 
the Gold-fmirhs will not abate above 
2 or 3%.-and fomerimes bur 1%. in 
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their Indenture, to the yalue of ma- 
| omen thouſand pounds 3 for by 

he Gold-[miths rule, the Mint is al- 
wayes laſt ſerved, as being. the worſt 
Chapman, and givi lealt for i 3 for 
after all hands are full, both for tran- 
ſporrers, Plate-workers , Finers, and 
Wire-drawers 3-then that, which they 
cannor vent otherwiſe, cometh inro 
the Mint 3 which the Officers of the 
Mitit know very well: and if Gold and 
Silver - neyer came. into the. Gold- 
ſmiths hands, ( which Merchants fell 


w them, believing, they can ial vo 


be Coyned )far more and Styer 
woald come.into the aring, .chan now 


And for this laſt 5. years, ſum Gold- 
ſmiths haye given for Engliſh Gold 


207, 
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atiel 20". 64% 21, 21. 64. por 22"; for & Y 
| Twenty ſhillings piece, whic 4 
ON moſt part have been bought of them 


Rs | by Merchants, ſtrangers and others; 
t rofl and Tranſported out of -the Nation, 
pay-i| fo that now you may Receive five 
'ne-| Thouſand pound. in-a Payment-and 
non-| never apiece in Gold : 1f-this -ought 
Eng-| not to be looked after and the offen- 
ic be dours brought to Juſtice, I ſhall hum- 
than} bly leave it to the Parliament to con- 
> byſl ſider. 
ma- Alſo,many Thouland of Dollers and 
c by} p'eces of Spaniſh money they furniſh 
S al- Merchants yearly with rhas Trade for 
yorſt | Norway and Denmark and other parts, 
3 for | and Tranſport Silver for thoſe puree 
Lan- the great weakening of the ſtock of 
and this Nation,and hinderance-of the fale 
they | of our woellen commodities, which 
inro (before that pernitions way was found 
the out ) thoſe Countries vented much of. 
| and B © Beſides the hinderance of the fake of 
z0ld- our commodiries,the State is hindered- 
fell of 'their Cuſtom ; for the Merchants 
ll ro drive a trade inward and outward, and 
uyer pay the State no cuſtom 3 For in- 
now - ance ' Hambrough-Merchants bring 
great quantities of Rix-dollers from 


zold- Hambrough and: other pasrs of Germa- 
Gold 7y,.and pay no Cuſtom, -becauſe the. 
20*, 


” - 


me 4 ( T2 ) 
'& - Stare hath ever made Gold and Silver 
” freeto be imparted without Cuſtom, 
_ which the Merchants uſually fell ro the 
Gold-ſmiths, and the Gold-ſmiths for 
the moſt part ſell ro the Merchants 
that trade m Norway and Denmark : 
which Dollers are cloſely packed in 
fome part of the ſhip, and fo no Cy- 
ſtom paid, cither for bringing in the 
Silver, or ſending ir out 3 and no com- 
modiries, in a manner, other than Sil- 
ver, are tranſported into thoſe parts by - 
the faid Merchants , confidermg the 
quantity of cheir rerum 3 For whar- 
they want m $ exported from- 
hence, they muſt make up in money : 
If grear reruxns of commodiries from 
Norway and D:nmarhe, and few com- 
modiries exported from hence , the 
Ballkance-muſt be made up with Silver; 
for no Nation will give us commodi- 
ries 3 bur-there 'muſt be a ballance for 
goods imported, by goods exported, 
or by Treaiure- 

Tris -ro be feared, that the induſtry - 


of many ages cannor repleniſh the 
Nation with To much Gold, as hath 
* been tranſporred our of it within cheſe 
few years 5 for it is an infallible cule, 
| thar where Gold and Silver is over-va- 
7 loed, thither will ic be Tranfporred'by 
Be KED Merchants 


(r3) 
ver Merchants and orhers, for ir continu- - 
Mm, ally reſorts where ir. is moſt made of, 
the | and if you ſeek ro raile it here, the re- 
for medy is worſe than the diſeaſe 3 for 
nrs then you take from the Gentry, and all 


Li ſetled Revenuers, as much of their 
m means as yuuraiſe the current moneyz3 
,0> for if Gold ſhould be raiſed in Eng- 
he land , for example, the 20. 10267. 
N- as was in France, either higher or low- 


il- er, you ſhould buy 'no more at your 
by - Market for 26 *, than you could before 
he for your 20 *. and cotrariwiſe, if your | 
at- 20 f, were bur 14*. you ſhould buy as F 
m {| much for your 14*. as when it pailed $: 


y : at 20*. ſorhat whenſoeyver money is } 
m raiſed , the loſs falleth moſt upon the | 
N- Nobility and Gentry, and certain Re- [| 


Ic venuers, who loſe ſo much our of their 
I; inheritance, which they have let out in 
i Leaſe, as money raiſed. | 
IT All Merchants that trade for Spain, 
£ know, that when the e/t-India fleet 
commeth nor iato Spain, the Trade 
for that year is loſt; and nu money,.no 
Ie. Trade. If this be an infallible rule 
h for Spain, which ſuffers ſo much fer 
{ the forbearance of bringing in of trea- 
fure for one year, and is ſupplied the 
next our of rhe Indies, and till rheir 
Fleet came home, no — | 
| cI* 
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_orher Daries, and ir is: one of the 


. (14) 
Merchants 3 T do- moſt humbly pre- 
fear, how much moere-it 'doth con- 
cern this. Nation, which hath no reft- 
Indies co ſupply the Treaſure tranſ- 

to provide, and carefully keep 
in the Nations ſtock,which _ na 
porred, cannot be drawn back , -bur 
upon unreaſonable tearms; which-will 
.Impoveriſh all the Gentry to an in- 
eſtimable value 3 and as long as it re- 
mainerth our of-the Nation, all Tra- 
ding and Commerce decayeth , the 
Subjects are unable ro pay Taxes, and 


greateſt muſchiefs thar' can befall the 
Common-wealth. 

0. Thefereaſons amongſt many 0- 
ther,l hambly preſenred to the Parlia- 
ment, 12. Apral, 1643. which if they 
Had been then taken into confiderari- 
on, had kept many Millions of money 
inthe Nation. Bur by the ſabrility of 
two Aldeftmen, whoſe pardon I had 
gotfrom the late King,l for my reward 
was” committed ' to = pre _ 
bringing up a Letter from are 
King , though I had a Warrant from 
the Houſe of Commons, and a War- 
rant from my Lord General Efſex, for 
to 'goe to OXFORD; and the 
Committee at Darby-bouſe knew of my 
2 | going 
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going to OXFORD, for the late 
Kings Letrer, which 1 deſired Sir Da- 
vid #'athins before ever I- went, to 
have him acquaint the Commirtee of 
both Nations at Darby-beuſe of my bu- 
fineſs, and ſome other of the Houſe of 
Commons, and tkat I would not 
withour their leave, which I had front 
them by him; and Maſter Fy the 
Scout-maſter of London, procured my 
paſs from the Houſe of Commons. 

But the truch was, the Presbyrerian 
Partie ruled then all, and they were 
reſolved to make their Bretheren of 
Scotland rich, and had a deſign to Cir- 
cunvent this Nation, both of all their 
Gold, Money, and Moveables, which 
for a great part they have done, as I 
will H_ appear 3 on —_— a- 
ny-that di k againſt tra ng 
Treaſure, ——_— much of rhei 
Tricks as I did, muſt be a Malignant, 
an enemy to the Covenant, and fo'I 
was kept 3 years, and a 11 Moneths 
priſoner in the Tower, almoſt 3 years 
of that time cloſe, becauſe I ſhould 
tell no Tales; and my Eſtate given a- 


' way without hearing, and Sequeſtered 


to my dammage, to the value of above 
8400!, 


Beſides the infinire ways the Pref- 


byrerians. . | 
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byrerians found our for to enrich their 
Brerheren of Scotland, which all the 
Nation know- I ſhall declare one, 
which was ſo uſocious & deſtructive to 
the Nation, as never the like praftiſe 
was before put on this Nation , nor I 
believe, icarſly upon any other, under 
the colour of Friendſhip, League, and 
Covenant, andthis to be done upon 
their dear Brerheren of Lendozx, and 
that was briefly this. The $ cots Com- 
' Miſſioners procured an Ordinance,thar 
no Ships ſhould bring Coals from 
New-cafiie, as appears at large by the 
Ordinance. When this was done, 
They muſt be the onely men muſt 
bring us Coals from Sco:tand; whereas 
before our dear Bretheren brought us 
Coal for nine, and ten ſhillings the 
Tam, aad fould them delivered ar Lor- 
don-ac that price, as will appear by all 
the Woodmongers books ; they ha- 
ying by the ſubcilicie of their Fation, 
got all their Trade for Coals for the 
Gity-of Laudor , and arher parts of the 
Naties, into their hands, then the Gi- 
ty ſhall pay for their Bretherly affiſt- 
ance : For ſince the Ordinance for re- 
flrainc of ferching Coals from New- 
Caſtle , until New-Caftle was reduced 
ro the Parliament, a = 

ry 
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thirty, and fourty ſhillings 'the Tun 
ſo thar they fould them afrer they had 
Monopoliz'd the Coals into their own 
hands, at four times the value they 
could, and did conſtantly before af- 
ford rq bring them from Scotl2nd. 

Then they had their Fattours here, 
to buy upall che Hangings, Bedding, 
Pewter, Stools, Chairs, Houſhould- 
ſtuff, Pitures, and all manner of Lum- 
ber, which was ſould to the value of 
many hundred of thouſand pounds, 
our of the Citie of Lo*den and Nation, 
for half the value, and by them , in» 
ſtead of Ballaſt carried to Sco2lind,and 
this can be wirneiled by thoufands of 
people, who have to their rotal undo» 
mg ſuffered in this kind, and are never 
likely to ſee their goods, nor never to 
be Maſters of ſuch again,withourt they, 
or their Children will take the pains 
to goto Scotland and fight for them : 
by this way they may recover their 
Goods, oc their value again. | 

I ſhall humbly defire the parliament 
to take notice after what Rate the 
Brotherly Afliſtance from Scotland , 
came in to help their Bretheren, even, 
after the Rate of ſending one hundred 
pounds worth of Coals to London to 
their dear Bretheren , to make their | 
. return __; 
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.. Terutn worth eight handred pounds in 
@ monerht, or fix weeks rime, as is ap- 
rent, and can be witneſſed by thou- 
$of people, now they read this. 
Which after this Rare, a poor Scotch- 
man might wirh one hundred pound, 
within the compaſs of one year, cheat 
this Nation of ten thouſand pounds, 
and Tranfſporr it all in money. And 
this hath been done by many of them, 
to the value of many hundred of thou- 
ſand pounds. 
And becauſe I Peritioned thePail'a- 
ment, to look to the Tranſporting of 
the Treaſure, by which means , they 
would have been preventedin ſending 
the Treaſure of this Nation into 
Scotland , 1 muſt be Sequeſtred, Im- 
prifoned in the Tower, and held a Ma- 


T. 

Bur I hombly hope the Parliament 
will give me the hearing for my juſt 
defence 3 and when they ſhall by ex- 
perience fme};tharthis 1 ſay to be true, 
and thar I diſcover the neſt of them 
that have Robbed this Nation, they 
will do me right, and unloſe me from 
EIN WIE me to my E- 

re. 


Hereafter 
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| Hereafter follow the Laws . © 
ap-1.# Holland, Flanders, and + 
ou-f France , for the-regulating 
Bo their Bullion and Money. 

nd, MESS 

eat 


ids, Placcaet & Ordinance, 


Concerning the general com ſe and vegu» 
lai gof th: Mints a:d Mon'ys , as 
alſo concerning the Exchange and £x- 

* Changers, Refizers, Gold-Smuths, and 
others in the United Prounaces, 1586, 


ARTIC. XI. 


A Nd as for the Gold and Silver- 
Monies, whoſe value is valued by 
this Ordinance , We forbid every one 
to preſent, pay away, or receive the 
ſame art a higher cate, than is here Or- 
dered , upon the forfeiture of tach 
Monies, or the worth of ir, in caſe the 
Fatt be nor pre:ently di.covericd , and 
belides, upon che forfeirurc of ren 
Golden Angelors the fiſt rime; for 
the ſecond time, twentie Golden An- 
gelors 3 and for the third, four times 
as much . and hehdes, Arbitrary pu- 
niſkment accocdiag to the — 
O 


NT  ——_— 
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4s 20) 
ofthe Fat. And We underſtaudtheF* 
ſame forfeitures and penalties, ratake F® 
' . place, as well upon the Receiver, as Þ 
the” payer away, unleſs ane of them, 
preſently after the Receiving, or Pay- 
ing away, do preſent himſelf ro an Of- I ..; 
ficer, in-which caſe che denuntiator,ei- 
ther Receiver, or _— away, ſhall be F 
freed or quitted of the aboveſaid -pe- 
naltic and forfeiture 3 and befides, to 
enjoy the third part of the ſame forfeir 
and penalty. 


ARTIC. XIV. 

So that we expreſly forbid, and in- 
 terdiftevery one,ro over-buy,or over- 
ſel, Change, or Chop any Species of 
Monies, rated by theſe preſents, ei- 
wv ther in raking,or giving upon the ſame, 
| i *. any profit, gain, or advantage, afrer 

k 

, 

| 


BEES SFO Ex Cc 


whar manner _— aun the _ 
pain and penalry,as a aid, again 
thoſe who ſhall Receive, or Pay away 
the ſame, at a higher rate than that of 
the Ocdinance. C 


ARTIC. XV. 

We forbid alſo, every one to Call 
any Gold, or Silver-Monies, and fo by 
this means, to "ſort the weightie and 
good ones from the light, and bad 
ones, 


wOoOOotnm = ag on 


"OY Þacs, to Pay away the light ones, and. 


the , - 

--1-. wake their profit of the weighty, upon 

a penalry as aboveſaid. 

—_ ARTIC. XVI. . 

"Or. | And as for the Stuff, and Materials 

7.6. $f Gold and Silver, being in Maſs, or 

1 be {fveepings , We forbid to buy, or ſell 
 Tthemara higher rate, than according 


d the Rule of this Ordinance , upon 
penalty of confiſcation of the aboves 
Said Materials 3 and moreover, to 

orfeir double the worth of them, ar 
he charge as well of the buyer, as of 
- Ithe ſeller, for the firſt time 3 for the 
ſecond time , twice as much 3 and 
5 of for the thrid time, four rimes as mach} © Þþ 
aj. (and afterwards Arbitrarie puniſh- | | 

ment. 


frer ARTIC. XVII. 


. We expreſly forbid henceforth to 
_ Trani ——_ cauſe ro be Tranſported 
t of | 22t of the abovyeſaid Provinge , to- 
wards any ſtrange Mints, any Gold or 
Silver-Monics, and alſo any Materials, 

in Maſs or Monies, alſo any Materials _. 

>17 | #2 Maſs or Ingors fir ro Cope Monies | 
by of them, upon forfeit of Confiſcation 
ing | the abovcſaid Monies and Materi- 
als, or the worth of them in caſe they 
were 


a 2 | 
were already Traniported 3 -and be- 
fides this, upon -penalty ef one hun- 
dred Golden Angelots , upon every 
Mark of Gold, and twenty Angelors 
for every mark of Silver, and of more 
or leſs proportionably for 'the 

rime +- for the Second time, upon the 
fame forfeir and penalty 3 and more-! 
over to undergo bodily puniſhment, 
and if they have not wherewithall ro 

pay the aboveſaid forfeits and amercia- 
ments, they ſhail be bodily puniſhed 
according to the manner” of the Fatt, 

under - which penalty and amercia- 

menys, We underſtand are compre- 

hended, all rhote who had affiſte, and 
had a hand in the abovefard Tranſ« 
Portation, - or convey ung them away, 

alchough che Monics or Materials did . 
not beiong unto chem. 


ARTIC. XX. 


Moreover, We forbid every one 
to Filr, Cur , or Waſh with ftrong 
Warer, 0: Cement, or any otherwi'e, 
any Gold , of Stiver-Momes, nor to 
Saulder, Gitd,, Piece, or Nail the faipe, JÞ 
or ay way co make the ſame lighter þ\ © 
er heavier, upon che-forfeir of life a i 
goods , where Ceufiſcation rak=th 


E ARTIC. 


. her Majeſties of E£nglands ſtamp, val 


*xeth place : And the Moneys of Gold 


mee HC RE: 
a 


— 

ARTIC. XXII. "ll 
We forbid henceforth every ones 
ro Melt any Gold of Silyer-Moneys of 


ir” 
ed by theſe preſents, upon penalty of 
life and goods, where confiſcation ta- 


which are found to be too light by 
three Grains , or otherwiſe Clipped, 
Waſhed, Nailed, or. Saudered, ſhall 
be brought to the Exchange, after the 
old cuſtom. 


Lain for it, upon penalty of the Seller, 


Placcatt and Ordinance for 
Flanders at Antwerp, the fourth 


ARTIC. XIIL 


Nd to hinder the Tranſporting of 
the good and true Moneys, We 
forbid all and every one henceforth,to 
buy or -ſell any Species-of Gold and 
Silver-Moneys , to give any profit of 


ro forfeit the Pieces which are fould, 

or ſhall be fould, and beſides che buy- 

er, 5 the ſeller, to forfeit threeſcore 

Pounds of the abovefaid Ce - 
B 


WE for the firſt time 3 and twice as muck 

WE - forthe ſecond time; aud for the third 
time, four times as mach and beſides, + 
wy are to be Arbitrarily puniſh- 


ARTIC. XIV. 


We alſo forbid all, and eyery one, 
tw Weigh, Clip, File, or make choiſe 
of any Species of Gold and Silyer, far 
.. che ony pole with Melring , a 

ranſporting of them, upon 
of Criminal puniſhment , befides the 
loſs of the aboveſaid Pieces. 


ARTIC. RXV. 


Farthermore, We forbid, and inter- 
dit well Exprefly 3 that no one of 
what quality, degree, or condition fo-. 
ever, ſhall henceforth endeayour to 
Tranſport, or carry into any ſtrange 
Mints,or mto any other-than our own, 
any Gold , or Silver-Monies of.our 
Stamp , or others tolerated 'by. this 
Our Ordinance”, nor alſo any other 
Monies, being clipped,or declaredBul-, 
bon, Melted, or in Maſs, or otherwiſe, 
nor alſo any other ſtuff, fir to cogn Mo 
nies of them, upon forfeit of the a- 
bovefaid Gold and Silver, and -befides, 
of two 'handred -Golden-Reals, for c> 

vary 
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55 Mark of Gold, % 
Reals, for every Mark of Silver, and of 
more or leſs in proportion for the firſt 
time that this happen 3 and for 
the ſecond time, beſides che aboveſaid 
fotfeir, to be bodily » and 0- 
therwiſe as occaſion | ferve. And 
if ſo be,that any perſon have tranſported 

any ſum of Menies, without being tahen 
in the ny " will aevertheleſs, that 
whey all be perceived, and dj- 

Sh 


ſhalt proceed againſt the 

(as of the X ſeu pe- 

| p49 as if they were taken in the 

ame Fatt, well underſtanding, that in- 

tead of Confiſcation of the Sptcies, they 

ball be bound to pay the prite,and eſtuma- 

ion of the tr d Monies , and. bc- 

, the double worth of them, and al- 
0 to be criminally puniſhed. 

We will and command alſo, That 
boſe who ſbail bave belped to tte » Or 
reretly convey , aud traniport the above 
1 Momes, either in Maſs, or Species, 
though the aboveſaid Monies d;d not 
belong unto them, they ſhall be bodily, or 
Arbutraril puniſhed, according to the 
the Fas and perſors. 


*- The Polaie and Laws of t thas . 
ve abwaies aimed at and int 
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1 _ and Augmentation of Maney, 
eſpecially that of Silver, and this divers 
Waies- 


11. By providing,againſt Exportati- 
on of ir. 9.E3.C.1. 38.E.3-c.2. .17-þ| 6c 
E.3.2T. 5-R.2:C42- 2-H.4.C-5. 3. H. 6 55} 
C-6. 17.E.4.c.1. Made Felome 19.H.7. 


 ©-5 3-H.8.C.I. . Ni 
I1. By againſt the melri fag 
We þ vr: ate of ocber Maw wh 


fattures of it. 9-E-3-C-3. 17- R-2. ©1.Y] th; 
17.E.4-c.I1. 2.H.6. C.13. 


IT I. By providing, that if any * MW 
throu = yew other pþ 
Ae boca es ho bets me = 


tobe converted into x into Maney again, & 
notbe diverted from Coyn. E.L. St4-f for 
tute de monet paryva Raſtals Tit. Mo-Y «1 


2ep. the 


—_ By providing , That noneff ney 

give a price for Bullion, or Cope 2. 2 

ed ney, are therme of the Mi, diſc 
ſame is currant for : for it 

mewn be expedted that any Buſlion, 

Either of Gold, or Silver, ſhall ever be 

brought to the Nint, when the owner 

CR" til than A 
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Mint, either to be Tranſported, or to 
be-converted to Make Plate ,: or 0- 
ther things : This agreeth likewiſe 
-- | with the policie of Spain , which 
u-y thoogh it be the Spring, and. Fountain 
17-8 from whence the greateſt Streams of 
: 6. Silver have been derived iato other 
+7+-H parts, yet Silver there, will alwaies . 

yield the ſeller fix pence, or one Real 

. - | more upou the Mark at the Mint, than 
8 to be fold ro any other for any purpoſe 
w-y whatſoever, concurring likewiſe with 
+1-Y the praftiſe of other States. 


That all theſe Afts are deſefive,and 
not effe Fual to the ends aboveſaid , for 
the reaſons following. 


Al aR—R—— 


«FF The Atts againſt Tranſportation 5 
44-F fome exrend not to Gold, 8s. $. E. 3. 
{o-J c.1. Others have effet onely upon 
the Money that is Tranſported, and 
that comes too late, and 1s ſeldom or 
never known, as 3$.E.3.c.2. $.R.2.C. 
2. 2-H.6.c.6. 17.E.4. c.t. being now 
diſcontinued. 


Thoſe that extend to the Shipping. 
of it, ec. viz. 2.H.4-c..5 19.H.7-c.$. 
and” 3-H.8. c.r. Give the whole: for- 
feirure $0 the Ring, and no partto the 
: B3 In- .H 
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\ wate uſe of, no 


man being willing to 
be at charge to proſecote another,do- 
mg no good ro : 


mſelf. 


ent forfeirures ro reſtrain theOffences, 
as hath been manifeſted by experi- 
ENCce. - 


Laſtly, they have not given any 
means for diſcovery thereof, withour 
which, the Offendours will not be de- 
terted from finding out clofe and ſe- 
cet ways to adventure and. prattiſe 
againſt them , when opporturity of 
4 rene gain, and hope of concealment, 
| Il invite and encourage them there- 
{ gntO. 


And for the now Aft drawn and pro- 
pounded to be paſſed. 
Efides the frame and bodie of ir, 
comprehending , and fully ex- 
rending toall the waies and means of 
| the abuſes , the ſame for the forfeir- 
, ures. Is drawn from the example and 
preſident. of 18. Elzx, c. 9. againſt 
rranſportation of , Tallow,and 


raw Hides, and others in the Queens 
times, and the late Ordinance 1647. . 
= Againſt 


None of thoſe Ats do give -luffici- * 
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Againft cranſporeation of Wool}, Fuls © | 
'lers-Earth, exc. > ; 


The Clauſes tonching the proced> 
ing by Information, ec. are the ſame 
with-the like Claufes of the ſaid Ordi- 
nance for Wooll, 1647. + , 


.And the Clauſes to encourage the 
Inftrumenr and others to diſcover the 
Offences, wherein themſclves are ly- 
able ro the penalties, are framed in 
Imirarion, and by the Prefident of the 
ſaid AR -of $8. Eliz. And the other 


- Ordinances and Edidts of other King- 


doms and Eſtates , that give like ex- 
emptions and encouragements to 
ſuch, as though guilty rhemſelves/ in 
the ſecond degree, ſhall revealand dif- 
cover others more principal Offen- 
dours, taking likewiſe from them' the 
confidence they would have, that the 
perſons they imployed ſhould coneeal 
their Offences, whereby they will- be 
much dererred from hazarding and ad- 
vertusing vpon the prattiſe. 


And the Clauſe rouching the Com- 
miſſion, and examingtion of Witneſs 
for diſcovery ,. &c. And to commit 
rhem in caſe of their refuſal ro be Ex- 


B4 amined,» | 


v3 


Js exampled by the 13. Elizcc. 
9.The At as Bancruprs, & diſco- 
very of their Eftates < There being 
grearer reaſon and equity, for the diſ- 
corery of fraud, concerniag the Com- 
mon-wealrh, than concerning any pri 


 vareperſon. | 
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In 4» Ordinance & Placcaet 
for the *genrrall Regulating of the 
Mint, publiſh:d at Bruſſel, the 18 
of March, 1633. i inſerted. 


ARTIC. XXV. 


E declare, Thatalthough any 

of our Subjects or orhers,who 
ſhall have Ated any thing contrary to 
this Ordinance, and were not taken 
in the Fat » yer notwithſtanding, af- 
ther they fhal! be convinced of the 
faid tranſgreflion , - they ſhall be pro- 
ceeded 


the faid penalties and amerciaments 3 


well underſtanding , thar inſtead of © 


forfeiring the ſaid monies and mareri- 
als, they ſhall be condemned to pay 
the worth of them. 


'ARTIC. 


againſt, with condemnation of | 


- ARTIC. XXVT. 
And if ic happeneth that the juſt 
and quantity ofthe faid Spec 


preciſely known or verified, We 
that ow flours be 

according e heinouſnels of rhe 
fac, wn oats diſcretion of the 


Judges. 


ARTIC. XXVIT. 


Which we intend ſhall take place,in 
regard of thoſc who ſhall be convin- 
ced, to have paid away,pielented , ar 
received any forbidden Moneys , ar 
a higher price than by this preſenrOr- 
dinance 15 declared, although rhe ſaid 
> quality & quanriry of the ſame, could. 
not be preciſely verified. 


ARTEC. X XVTIIL 
We have Authorized , and Autho» 
rize by theſe, all Officers,. for. rofeize 
| upon, and break open, the Packs, Let- 


+ rers, and Portmantles of the- Meſſen- 


gers, or others whom they ſhall know 
or ſuſpet to bring - in any of rhe for- 


Tranſport , or convey out of our ſaid 
Lands, any of our Species, and chat j ® 
B5 t 


es, Bullion, of Materials cannot be. 


bidden Species, or Marcrials , or t©.: 


”—- 


the preſence of thoſe, to whom the 

faid Packets xe ſent toy,ordo belong, 
if fo be they are refiding in char place 3 
as alſo in the preſence of one of the 

i of thefaid place, . onely ty 
know the name of thoſe' who. cauſed 
the ſaid Gold and Silver to be Tran& 
ported, and to no other end. 


ARTTIC. XX XVII. 


We alſo Order, that all thoſe thar 
ſhall be found ro have: Counterfeired, 
Coyned, Sramped,Preſt, or caſt in the 
and, any Monies,of what manner ſtuff, 
or Metral ſoever, ſhall be exeted as 
falſe Moniers, ina kettle with boyling 
on and water, & with Confiſcation of 


ARTTC. EV. 


Gommonatleic; We wilkthar he , be- 
fides the faid Forfeirs and Amercia- 
ments, ſhall be baniſhed onar of Our. 
laid Lands, for the ſpace of ten years. 


ARTIC 


If fo be_ any one be convinced, that 
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ARTIC- LVvT. 


In-caſe thar any of the particular 
Maſters of Our Mins, or rs, 
were convinced of rhe faid abuſe, or 
thar theyſhould* Have preſented, or 
paid away any of the ſaid Clipt, of o- 
ther forbidden Species;after thar they 
hae received the ſame for Bull:on, or 
nor Currant,then ſhall they be baniſh- 
ed for ever our of Onr faid Lands, and 
their Goods Confiſcated. 


ARTIC. LVIL 
And becauſe the price of the Spe- 
cies iscommontly regulated according. 
ro the price of the Gold and' Silver - 
Materials, Therefore we have forbid- 
der, and forbid every one of what 


* | quality andcondirion ſoever,, ro buy 


FO LON HT fo. & 


orfellany Gold or Silver Marerials, or 
Species declared for Zullie, or not - 
Currany, ar a higher price thaw the Or- 
dinance of Our faid Mint permirrerh , 
upon'penalry- of Confifcation of the 
id Marerials;-and the worrfr of them, 
ar-the eas well of rhe Buyer, as 
Seller, for rhe firft rime; for the ſecond 
rime, fourtimes as much, befides the 
Confiſcation and Forfeir, and'of other 
ARTIC: 


ARTIC. EXILH. 
-We Order allo, that the- 
who did affiſt and help to conglude or 
treat upon ſuch parcels, either in re- 
regard of moncy given upon exchange, 
Or upon uſe or obligation,cither in pay- 
CE 
baniſhed out of or ſaid Lands, for the 
ſpace of ten years. 


ARTIC. LVL. | 
And as We. have- underſtood, and 
are truly: informed, that a great part 


ef the aregularicy concerning the laid- 


Placcarts, 45 riſen and occaſioned , by 
reaſon rhat many Merchants and Fa- 
fonrs, will nor buy che works and ma- 
nafafteres of the werk-men, and han- 
diccafrs- men, unleſs they will receive 
the Gold and Silver at ſuch aprice as 
they will give ic them; or when they 


tothe price Ordered in Our Placcaet: 
Therefore We will, that ſuch oppre{- 


fours of the poor Commonalry , ſhall - 


—_ proceeded againſt, and- 
puniſhed , by apprehenſion of rheir- 
pet- 


lers, if they will..be paid according _ 
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ed, and found of whar is —_ 
faid,-ſhall be 20v? Ger for ever, and 
their Goods Confiſcated, or inſtead 
hereof, ro be condemned in a. great 
ſum of money, according to the het» 
nouſneſs of the Fatt; of which Confil- 
cation and *Amerciament, the halfe 
ſhall be given to the Planriff, or diſco- 
vereT. 


ARTIC LXX. 


In like manner. ſhall_be puniſhed” 
thoſe with the ſame Forfeits & Amer- 
ciaments,who ſhall have received;paid 
away,or preſenred any clipr Money, or 
declared for Bullion, with proteſtation, 
af declararion,.that it is for ro deliver 
them into our- Mint, or to the Ex-' 
changers, unleſs they had. 
cut them in pieces,or deformed them, 
or cauſed the ſame ro be done by '6- 


thers, 
ARTIC. XCT:; 

We declae , thar alhoughir be; 
that any ofthe Tranſpreſſours do- ob- 
tain favour and pardon from Us , or 
from Our Councel: We do nor in- 
trend, nor We will not, that therefore - | 
they ſhould be quitred, ———_ 14 


buc ſuch favour and: parden- onely - 
take place, for as mach as belongerh 


nnto Us. 
ARTIC.CYV. 


We order well exprefly, af Our 


Fiſcals and Officers, to rake their con- 
clufions, and all Our Councellors, Ma- 

giſtrates, and orher Judges, to give 
' their Sentences in conformirie of this 
Our preſent Placczct , withour 


plead Sow — —_ 
any [I E, Or enerat 
rranſgreflion. Which excuſes, We do 
not imtendſhall avail, or help ther in 
any manner of way' : ' but Our inrentt- 
on is, that they ſhall be puniſhed; be- 
canſe of cheir negligence: and connt- 
Vence- 


b, This 


_- 


—— 
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18 of March 1633, 4s again con 
firmed ; and all Maggſtrates and 
Officers are ts. do their wut 
woſe endeavours to fee it ftrifFly ob» 
ſerved. in all. points. P 4 af 
Braſlels the 26 of Auguſt 1643. 


my the Regulating of the Mint 
Publiſhed in Bruffels the laſt 
day of May, 1644. i 
mſcrted. 


ARTIC. Nt 


have alſo forbidden, and 

forbid by theſe preſents, 

one of what qualitie or condiei- 

on ſoever 3- as well ous Subjetts- as 
others, to Tranſport any Gold or Silver 
from henceforth out of our Lands,. di- 
realy or. indiretly, or cauſe the ſame 
ro be . either Minted or 
Unminted ; as alſo in Maſs, Ingpts, or 
Bullion without having obramed of 
us before-hand expreſs leave aud con- 
ſent for to do the ſame, upon penalrie 
of forfeiting the Gold , Silver, and 
Bullion, and to pay beſides the doutle 
of their worth, and-upon forfeit of the: 
Merc han 
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Gold, Silver, or BuZion ſhall be found 


Horſes and Waggons of thoſe, - who 
fhall willingly and wittingly have 
brought and conveyed the ſame. 


ARTIC. xv. 


And if any one be found” andraken 
to have Tranſported 'or-cauſed to be 
Tranſported out of our: Lands, any 
Moneys by Us valued, or other decla- 
red Bul[zon, or any materials of Gold 
and Silver, and have delivered or caui- 
ed to be delivered the ſame into any 
e Mints ; Wewill, that ſuch per- 

be proceeded againſtyſharp- 
ry by imprifoament of 

i perſons, and thar they, beſides 
the forfeirs of the faid Species and 
materials, and four times the worthof 
them for the firſt time, ſhall be ba- 
niſhed our of orr abovefaid Lands, for 
the ſpace of five years 3 and for the ſe- 
cond rime,for Ever. 


A RF IC xv 
And thoſe who- willingly and wir- 
tingly" have affiſtea for ro pack and' 
Franſport rhe abovefai4 Moneys or 
Narenals, ſhall be puniſhed according 
Ir r0- 
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topleafure, or baniſhed according to Þ 
the qualitie of the perſon, 


Other Countreys you may ſte ftriffly 
provide againſt theſe offences 3 and 
it will never be mended here, if you 


make not as ſtrift Laws as they. 


”——— 


In 4 Declaration of the King 
of France, for the Regulating of the 
new price ſet upon the Light and (lit 
Species of Money : likewiſe ſor the 
obſervation of the prices of Gold and 
Silver imployed for the Gold-fmiths 
work. 1t us alſo expreſly forbidden to MN 
melt the Moncy, and to Tranſport them | 
or other materials of Gold and Silver 
out of the ſaid Kingdom, Printed at 
Paris 30*b of Oftober. 1640, 


| FOLIO 8,9. 
| VVE expreſly i}forbid, that all 
materials of Gold and Sil- 
ver, cither Coyned or Uncoyned, ſhall 
not be bought or ſold ar a higher rate 
than is expreſly ſer down -in this 
Placcaet, which doth contain the true 
value thar muſt be paid for the Mark 
of Gold and Silver. 
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We expreſly forbid every one, of 
what condition or quality ſoever, to 
Tranſport out of our Kingdom, any | feit 
Gold and Silver Coyned or Uncoyned, F 
norany other Gold-ſmiths work, upon | Tri 
penalne of forfeiting the Materials | Co 
and: Nerchangizes, and orher things || ing 
wherein they ſhall be found ro b | 
packr up in; befides the penaltie of | far 
fiftte- pornds - and bodily puniſh- | cu 
ment. | up 
Now that general Laws aid Statutes | val 

in England from #:me to time (bave pro- 
vided againſt Tranſporting of Gold, or | he 
welting down the currant Coyn, and buy- | ar 
ing Sitver and Gold at above the price of | Si 
the Mint , appeareth by theſe follow- 
ing, VIE. | 8 
Star. 9. Edw. 34. Both forbidding | mM 
the Tranſporting of the Gold of the | ve 
Nation , and the melting down the | 2 
curcant Silver Coyns, by Gold-ſmichs | w 
os others into place. G 
Stat. 14. Rich. 2%. cap. 2, | © 
Commiſtions made chrough theRealm, 
for ro:enquire of ſach as had conveyed | tI 
che money of our of the Natj- _ 
r 


on, ro the prejudice and dammage” of 
the King and Realm. 
Stat. 19*b. Riche 2%. cap. 1. _ 
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ſhall be no melting of the curant mo» 
ney. ro. "make any thing by "Gold- 
{mirhs or others , upon pain of fof+. 

feiture. | 

ed, 2%, Hen. 4h. cap: 4h. No perſon to 
bn | Tranſport Gold or Silver, cither in 
als | Coyn-or Bullion, upon pain of forfeit- 
gs | ing as much as they might. | 

- 4d, Hen. qd. cap. 10%, No Gold- 
of | fmichor other perſon ro melt downthe 
h- | currant Silver Coyns of the Nation, 
\| upon pain of forfeiring four times the 
'es | value. _- 

0- gth, Hen. $td, cap. 1.” All Statutes 
or | heretofore made touching the good 
y- | and lawfull government of Gold and 
of | Silver,and not repealed,to be in force. 
Pe 2% Hen. 6, cap. 62, Upon a 
grievous complaint made in Parlia- | 
g | ment, thar great ſums of Gold atid'Sil- | 
e | ver were Tranſported into Flanders 
e | and awdezux our of this Kingdom, it 
s | was ordered and enacted, thar no 
Gold ar Silver ſhould} be Tranſported 
| Out of the Realm. 

L And becauſe it is ſuppoſed, that 
d | the money of Gold is Tranſported by 
f 


Merchants-aliens, Itis nrdained, thar 
the Merchants- aliens ſhall find ſecuri- 
ry with ſureties in the Chancery, thar 
they ſhall not Tranſport Golt or mo-- 
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Reys ont of the Kingdom, upon 'pain 
Fforfeiting the ſum or the value; and 


ny do contrary , and that duly 
| 49>. and he ſodoing be gone over 


=® 
» 


» then his pledges * ſhall pay the | 


State his ſaid forfeirure 3 whereof he 
that the ſame eſpied, and thereof gave 
notice to the Treaſarer or rhe States 
Councel, ſhall have the foarth parr. 
2. Hen. 6tb, cap. 12th. To the in- 
tent-that more money be brought into 
the Mint, it is ordained,” that neither 
the Maſter of rhe Mint, not Changer 
for the time being, neither ſell nor 
cauſe to be fold, nor alien to no other 
uſe , bur apply the fame wholly to 
Coyn, according to the tenure of the 
Indenture made betwixt the State,and 
Maſter of the Mint. | 
4d.” Hen. 7, cap. 13'd, Item, 
Where in a Parliament begun and 
holden ar weſtminiter the 16d. of Fa- 
nuary, the 17th, of Edw. 4*>. No per- 
ſon ro carry Gold or Silver either in 
| Bullion or Coyn, nor Jewels of Gold, 
bur ſuch perſons as be diſpenſed with 
by the Starture of Hen: 4**. upon pain 
of Felonie, to be heard and derermin- 
ed as other Felonje is; the which 
Srarure to endure from the feaſt of 
| Eaſter the 28, of Edw. 4 unto _ 
v1 en 
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end of ſeyen years nexr enſuing: Since 
the which 7 years expired, the Gold 
and Silver Coyn of this Realm hath 
and. daily is conveyed into Flanders, 


. Normandy, Britany, Ireland, and other 


parts beyond the Seas, as well by 
Merchants-ſtrangers as by Denifons, 
to the great impoveriſhing of the 
Realm,& greater is like to be, withour 
remedy thereof be haſtily provided. 
The King our Sovereign Lord, the 

emiſes conſidered, by the advice of 

iS Lords Spirituall and Temporall, 
and the Prayers of the Commons in 
the ſaid Parliament aſſembled, and by 
the Authority of the fame, have or- 
dained and enatted and cſtabliſhed , 
that the ſaid Stature made in the 
16 year of Edw. 4. be and ſtand a 


* Stature good and effectuall, with all 


the premiſes in the ſame obſerved and 
kept, and put in due execution, from 
the feaſt of the Purification of our La- 
dy, which ſhall be in the year ofour 
Lord 1489; to endure to the end of 
20 years neXkt enſuing. 

I. Hen. 8. cap. 13. An AR made, 
that whoſoever ſhall carry any Gold or 
Silver or Jewels our of the Realm,ſhall 
forfeit double rhe value, the one half 
tohim that ſhall ſeize it, or therefore 
ſue 


\ . 
#5. 
s 
* 
CY Pod” ( 
- wt ; WF 4 4 
' 


— - OA oO 
Hr —»> um . _ 
” _— . . 


a8 ® ae byaftion ofdebt wk woe} 
>» Law. This A@ro endure to the - 
Parkamenc. 
S. _— Edw. 6. cap. 19. Anat 
the exchange of Gold and 
—_— gives more for 
Gold and Silver "than ir is or ſhall-be 
declared by the Kings Proclamation, 
ſhall ſuffer imprifonment by the ſpace | © 
of one year, and make fine ar the [or 
Kings pleaſure, the one moiry ro his | © 
the orher moiry robe to the ©" 
par arſeiterh the ſame, or will foe | © 
or ic by Bill, Plaint, or Information tha 
or otherwiſe. cul 
I. A Proclamation againſt giving thi 
for light Gold more than is curramt, | 


219 Fuly, 199 Fac'. be 
2. A Proclamation againſt melting Þ}| 
Beg money, 189 Mai, 99 Fact, of 


. A Proclamation againſt buying | 
and ſelling Gold and Silver, ar higher || 
> than the Mint, 14* Aa. 19 » 

86A. - + 

4. A Proclamation againſt Tran- || * 

qerting of Gold , 23* Mai! 109 


$. A Proclamation profir c 
for Gold and Silver, and melrcing En- 
{ 


A 


gliſh money for Plate 3 Waſt in Gold 
_ -< appactaa 199 Fac!. 


6. A 


be. 
_ 


tex Proclamation againſt Tran- =: 
ing Gold and Silver, and melting - © 
rant Coyns of the Nark- 
no, 259 Mai. 3* Cart. © 
From all which Statutes and provi- [1 
ſions it may be gathered, that the cur- 
rant money Rullion of the Nati- 
on, is the Subjedts, onely .ro uſe be- 
tween man and man, but not to abuſe: 
for no man by the Law can buy orſell 
them by way of Merchandize at high- 
er rares than they are Proclaimed 5 if | 
he do, he is finable by the Law :he 
that waſheth, clippeth or leſlenerh the K 
currant Coyns, commits Treaſon: He 'Y 
that exports the Treaſure of the Nati- '# 
on, cither-in Bu{[zon or currant G .'! 
being taken, loſerh rhem : he 
melrs down the currant Gold or Silver 
of the Nation for Plate or other Ma- 
nufatures, commits a forfeirute'3 and 
Tranſporring of Treaſure hath former- þ 
ly been made Felony, asby the ſeve- i 
rall Starures and Laws to this purpoſe ' 
appeareth. | 
By theſe and divers other *Laws and | 
Starures, our Predeceſſours have en- | 
devoured the retention and preſerva- [ 
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rion of the Coyn and Treafures within 

this Nation, but conld ' hitherto never 

effeC ir. | 
Nar 


aS 
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ſtopped, rill their be Commiſſions 


AR of Parliament according to form k 
efidents, when the Nation was de: 
ed of their Treaſure as now ir is, 
ſtrictly ro enquire of the offendours, 
and bring them to Juſtice. 

Fox of late, the eafie eſcape of De- 
linquenrs for theſe offencegghath giver 
the boldneſs to offendours to go on: 
and Time, the trueſt Schoolmaſter, 
hath raughr 3ll ages ro know, that lir- 
tle penalties could yer never inre 
berwixt the Merchant and his profir. 

Whereas this Parliament, by their 
dy an 6. of Sept. 1647. did decric 
ney ( by means whereof. great quanti- 
nes were fold ro fome Gold-Smirhs 
who have made it a Trade todeal wi 
Receivers of Publick Caſhes , Grafi- 
ers, and ſeverall other Perſons ( and 
inſtead of melcing of 'theſe- Moneys 
down ) ſome Gold-ſmiths have iſſued 
theſe Moneys our again in payment, 
whereas: at the Tower thele Cli 
Moneys would make bur five ſhillings 
the Qunce-Troy, theſe men: have ven- 
ted our theſe Clipped Moneys to di- 
. vers il-affetted people arfive ſhillings 
fix pence, and five ſhillings-/ eighr 

"I% pence 


Clppet, Fyled, or diminiſhed Mo» 
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Fave Sipered the aiCyped Moneys 
ave diſp eſaidCh oneys. 
ws, bought from Gold hs up and 
de:4 down the Nation again, to the- great 
DE fd guns paagle ofthis Neri 
ing of rhe good people of this Nation, 
_ by buying up this Clipped Mone 
De. | fince the Ordinance 1647. at the | 
ver | {Wenry times over, and venting ir for 
on: | currant again (' which had been help- 
ter, | <& if there had been bur fix words pur 
Tir. | into the Ordinance (which was,to have 
of & r<quired all perſons exchanging = 
cr. | Cliprer uncucrant Engliſh money wi 
teir  20y Gold-ſmith or , upon fop- 
oris | feirure of double the value, ro fee it 
| cutin two peices, or ſo defaced;tharir \ 
iti: } ſhould nor be paſſable after.) I hum- | 
x ) | Þly preſent chis defett of that Ordi- 
nance, that it may be looked after and 
26. | amended, and I humbly defire,thac the 
nd | Af againſt Tranſporring Treaiure 
ys | now committed, may be enadted with 
ied {| fuch vigour, that the Common-wealth 
ar.\ | way have the reall benefir, and che 
ed offenders broughr to © exemplarie 
Juſtice. | 
MW There h:th been twenty Millions of 
li. | Money Comned within ths twenty five 
os || Fr, a5 wilbappear by the Mint-Books, 
he |} © alms#? all of it Tranſported out of the 
ce C Nations 
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Nation, the Gaid all gone, the .curray* 


fulver culled out, the weightieft melted 


and tranſported : and that Silver-Mo- 
neys which remains, #s but lattle, and all 
culled Gold i made as pretious mths 
GCommon-wealth as Diamonds. What 
mconvenentces will ariſe by the indirefF 
dealing of private men in this particular 
to the Common-wealth, 1 ſhall bumbly 
leave tt.to you to conſider. 

In the year 1643. It was humbly 
offered to this Parliament, to have the 
offendours diſcovered, and to bring 
them to Juſtice , and this. miſchief 
ſtopped ; bur by the grear Intereſt of 


= the offendours, that had then power in 
this Nationgthe jon was ſlight- 


ed, and theſe miſchiefs cver ſince day- 
ly praftiſed, to the unſpeakable dam- 
mage of this Common-weatth: for it is 
far eaſier to keep the Treaſure in the 
Nation by making ſtrict Laws againſt 
Tranfportation, when iris gon to 
bring ir back, as too late experience 
will make this Common- th feel: 


ca 


bur you have the power to call theſe 
offendours to a ſtrift account, if you 
paſs the AR fully to enable all people 
to make their diſcoveries, bow, and m 
what manner other Nations do puniſh 
theſe offenders : you bave already pre- 
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#9) 
ſented out of their Placeaets, This evit 
Es grown t0 ſuch a beight, that both our 
own Laws put in the ſtrifteſt exccution, 
and the Cuſtoms and” Laws of othtr 
Countries added to them for this particu» 
ler, with the greateſt diligence of expert 
wen, to make the ſearch for what is paſt, 
and to prevent theſe miſchieſs for the 
time to come, will be little enough: and 
to make this diſcovery is a ſervice of more 
Importance to the Common-wealth, than 
at firft ſight can be apprehended. 

This is a certain rule, no great ati- 
oh in any Common-wealth or State 
can be done but by Meney, which all 
apes have held. tro be the Sinews of 
War, and Garland of Peace 5 and what 
occaſions we. haye to uſe ir beth for 


is} commerce and ſafety, is humbly lefc * 


to you to conſider 3 and in all well re- 
gulated- States it hath ever been ac- 
counted a great fervice to diſcover the 
offendours and abuſes prattiſed n 
: | the Treaſure of their Nation: and to 
prevent the growth of thele miſchiefs 
sthe work of eyery faithfull lover of 
his Countrey 3 And he or they that ſhall 
be againſt the diſcovery of theſe offences 
and offendours, may amongſt judicious 
men be juſtly ſuſpeFed to be Parties 
themſelves. | 
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- And theagh ſome Merchants and 
ether Intereſted Perſons(may for their 


. own Intereſt , cither for their profic | 


( or fear of Puniſhment for what they 
have done ) fpeak themſelves, or ger 
others ro oppoſe the AR againſt 
Tranſporting Treaſure to paſs the 
Houſe, or procure it to be ſo alrered,as 
it ſhall nor be effectuall to give a full 
cure to the Common-wealth of the 
great INCONVENIENCES It iS now under, 
by ſeverall abuſes prattiſed upon Coyn 
and Bullion. | | 

To give a cure to the Common- 
wealth of theſe great inconveniences, 
and alſo ro take away the great ob- 
ſtruions of your Miar, . which will 
never be donerill this Ac paſs ; and if 


it were more ſtricter, it would be mace . 


beneficial wo the Common-wealch , 
eſpecially in theſe rimes, when .you 
have ſo many occafions of Maney, by 
bringing in preſently very great ſums 
of Money to the State by the puniſh- 
menz of qhe offendours. 


Tou have bere, with all bunulity, ſet 


_—_— 
by your neighbour-Countreys uſe ts pre- 
went theſe nuſtbiefs, and to puniſh tbe 
offenders for what is paſt, with ſtueral 


3 old Statutes of this Nation : 0. _ 
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of you extyaf} the quinteſſence, and make 
« ſharp and vigorous Law, and require 
ofit | a{} your Officers and ethers to put it in full 
hey | execution, you may in a ſb9;t time cure 
get | this Common-wealth of theſe dangerous 
inſt | diſeaſes, which iſ youletit goon, will 
the prove a Gangrene. 
Las. |: 1 humbly beſeech you to rake no- 
full | tice, there harch- been within ſeven 
the years Coyned in ren day$,- more mo- 
ler, | ney inthe Tower of London, than hath 
Oyn | been Coyned near upon this three laſt 
_ | Years: new if you ſuffer Treaſure to go 
ON-. | out of the Nation every day for want 
Ce | ofa Law, ro give all people power to 
ob- | diſcover and examine the offendonrs, 
will | ina ſhort time you will nor have any 
dif | money left in the Common-wealth; 
Ae 1 ( for experience in all ages ſhew, that | 
ths | lire and ſlighr penalnies can never 
you | ſtop ſome Merchants from their profit) * {| 

by | fs they ger to their privare, they carc bi 
ms | nor what miſchiefs the Common- | 
h- | wealth ſuffers: ( for a Cormen-weslth 

{| withont ptentyof money, looks like a great 

Jt | Houfe unfirniſht, and bare walls is no 
KTe- | bandſome ſight ) and you will find there 
pre- | will not be money left to pay your juſt 
the | Taxes, Cuſtoms and Exciſe, and to main- 
&al | tain Tiade and commerce, if you clear not 
t he» obity(Fion of the Mint, and take 
C3 ſome 


. » _- 
ke 1 >. 


b ” " ga 
= Y © » * " oO os 


ſome effeFual courſe to ſet it no worh> op 
this At as but a preparation and ground» 
work !0 cauſt your Mint logo: and till 
it paſt, you will never ſee your Mint flou- 
' reſh + ſor tdallow any man to out-give 
the Mint fer Bullion, is, to ſbut wp the 
Mint, ſor all men will vent their Trea- 
ſure, where they can bave the greateſt 
price, & not to make a way for the open» 
of the- Mint at this tune; efpecrally 
you: bave ſuch occaſions of Mo- 


I 


me. 
I ſball bumbly leave it to you to conſ6- 
dey the inconvemences 

The Gold-Smiths when they were 
before the Honourable Commirree,by 
their Councellour M*. Fecorder, and 
Mr, Vinſtanly , being demanded by 


the Commiree, what they conld fay : 


why an At ſhould nor paſs for diſco- 
very of ſuch as had Tranſported the 
Coy and Eullion of the Nation? did by 
their Councel, and by Sir- Zahn wolla- 
| fron, Alderman Viner, and the reſt, de- 
; claretbeir willingneſs to have the offen- 
: dours brought to puniſhment : The like 
they did forall ſach as. Culled,or mel- 
red down the Currant cops of this Na- 
tion for their own private profir, or 
fochas bought up the lighe Clipped 
Exeiſb Money, decryed by an _ 
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nance ' of Parliament the 6. of Sept, 
#d- | 1647. and did ner deface it , bur 
til | contrary tothis Ordinance, . did vent 
oy- | it again into feveral parts of the Na- 
ive | tion, and pay it away to the deceit of 
the | all the people of the Nation. Upon 
e4- | this aniwer ro the Commitree, it puts 
tefs | me in mind of a cuſtom, which is uſu- 
xe | allin all mens houſes, 1f- Glaſſes be 
ally | broke, ar any other miſchief done, No-bo- 
Mo- | dy did .it : But upon a Commiſſion of 
enquirie, many times it is found to be 
w/5- | Sovc-body. Bur to the queſtion that 
| was aſked,the Gold- Smiths by.the Ho- 
ere | nourableCommurtee,coceruing buying 
,by | Ga/dand Silver above the price of the 
and | Mint, they pleaded ,. The trade was 
by | 2 ancient Trade, that if they. were re 


bes. could not ſubſsſt, that they could not 
the | b4y Sulwver, but ſometime the market was 
*as$f.1% 57. 2% andsf. 3%. andSir 
Folm 'olllaſtan ſaid, That be, and dbvers 
others, bad given 5 *. 4% nay,s*. 5% 
for Sterling-Silver for their trade , and 
for confirmation of the truth of this, be 
did appeal to bs Bietheren,. Aldermay 
Viner, and Alderman Nowel,. and the 
eſt of the Gold- Smiths at.the Commitee, 
and none of them did denie it. Now'l 
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fay | trained to a-Price, they, and their Fami-' 


ſhall humbly offer ro your confiderari- 
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Þ  " & Sirer,abore the price of the Aſn! 
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on; Firſt Sterling-Silverwill make bar 
5. in the Mint, and it is delivered 
Our of the Mint, aſter it is Coyned, at 
$7. 2. the Ounce. If the Gold-Smiths 
give 5 ©. 5%. for this Sterling-Silver, 
how can any be brought. into the 
Mint ? nay, how is all the heavy Mo- 


_ ney Culled and melted down, and 


none lefrtopaſs bur Light and Clip- 
ped ? And thisis the true ground 
why many Gold-Smiths are Cafhers to 
Merchants, and keep ſervants to re- 
ceive mens Nomes , without any re- 
ward ,* onely that they might cull,and 
weigh out the heavy filver, and Melt 
it or Tranſport it beyond the Seas, for 
their own priyare gain, to the high de- 
ccir of the Nation. 

There is nothing in-this At doth 
reſtrain the due and orderly Trade 
a Gold- Smith, when it is well weighec 
and conſidered. Burt that which is 
their nſual Trade, now diſcovered ro 
be ſo highly deſtruttive to the Nation, 
ought to be reftrained.” The Bakers 


NÞ may as well Petition againſt all pillo- 
Ties, or againſt my Lord Major, forf - 


ighing their Bread, as the Gold- 


Smiths juſtly except againſt the re- 
training them , for giving for Gold 
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a | - They ſeeir, that ic is the Law © 
ed | the Land,in the 5. and 6. Ed.s6. c.13 
ar | - Ir is the daily prattiſe of France, Hol 
ths | land, Flanders,as here by their 
er, | Laws. Clothing is the Staple of the 
che | Land,and ought moſt to be cheriſhed3 
to- | yer the Law pr s for the Regu- 
znd | laring of the weight, the length, and 
ip- | breadth. Brick-makers,. #00dmongers, 
and | Aeal-men, and divers other Trades, 
; to | arereſtrainedand regulated , and yet 
re- | all theſe Trades receive proteQtion and 
re- | countenance in their orderly working 
and | of their Manufattures, from-the Com+ 
felc | mon-wealth.. | 
for There are .people which--belieye, 
de-| That if hoes been a-real inrenti- 

on-ro give a ſtop ro the Tranſporri 

4 of. Money, it had been done ov eat 
though for my part, 1 am not of that ©- 
pinion : There was (lay they) notice 
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| of it nize years agoe when the Precbyterie } 
bad the power : And ſzven years ago, A/2 | 
f F, 


the grievances of the Traniporring © 
Gold and Silver, with ſeveral other a- 
buſes, was by meat large preſented ro 


.the Parhamenr, and the ſame miſchiefs 


forerold, which is row. come-to paſs; 

thar withour it were looked after, and 

a ſtrict Lay made againſt it,to diſcover 

ihe Ofendouts, _ war ld nct beg- 
| ; 
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ty Goldor Silver left” in the Nation. 
And this harh prooved too rae, for- 
many millions of Gold and Silver have 
fince been Tranſported, to the un- 
| ——_ dammage of the Common- 


And upon ſeizure of ſeveral great 
"quantities of Gold and Silver, by Mr. 
wathins, chief Searcher of the Port of 
Londor, which was ſhipped to be tranf- 
porred 3 the Order of the Parliament, 
the r. of Septemb. 1 6 47. was made 
to the Commirree of the Navy, to ſee 
fo prevent it. 

After all theſe Certificates made by þ 
the Officers of the Ming and Cuſtoms, 
' and the Commirree of the Navy, for 
the ſpeedy putting ſo good a work in 
- eXxecurion, all which, I haye hereafter 
' fer down. - 

The Councel of State was: pleaſed 
ro make a Committee of themſelves 3 þ 
and after many: great and ſerious con- fhhay 
falrearions, drew op the draft of an At þi 
of Parliament, with their defire to the 


Parliament to have it paſs with all ex- mor 


pedirion, for the Service ofthe Com-Þ 
mon-wealth. | j 

There are others, more onhappy, 
which fay; Now the Steed & ftoln, ſhut 


the ſtable door ; Now there is no more pai 


Gold 


__ > :. 
Gold Teft to Tranſport, ro what pur-- 
poſe doth the Parliament make an Att 
againſt Tranſporting Gold ? this ſhould 


have been done before, for how can 
ye maintain Commerce , pay Taxes, a2 | 


when our Engliſh Gold is fourty times 
more plentifull beyand the Seas, than 
it 15 in England, and almoſt all the Sil- 
ver Coyn of the Nation Tranſported, 
and ſcarſe any left, bur Clipped . and 


lighc money. 
And ſome people are ſo Impudent , 


to believe, that there are ſome Mem- | 

bers of - Parliament © puilty of tran | 

porting money, or elſe this At ſhould | 

not * have ſtuck ſo long upon their *- 
bands. - : 

Others there. are , that have Tranſ- 
ported money, and committed many 
abuſes upon the Coyns of the Nation, - 
hat hope they ſhall have their - par- 
dons for what is paſt, though they 
ave Tranſported almoſt all the Gold 
and Silvcr of the Nation , that now if 
hey would , they - can offend no 


more; and they have done the Com- 


non-wealth that dammage, that aMil- 
ion of Money cannot give them fatis- 
t:on. Theſe I humbly conceive, 
dught to be made reſtore theis unjuſt 
pain, which will deter any _— 
ere -- 


_ —_—_— 
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hereafrer for doing the - Bike; - 
And there are that ſay, Look bow al- 
| rx tary bave fþcd that bave certi 
| ed againſt TranSporting money, or look" 
! to ſtop the ſame. Hath nor Sir Robert 
' Harlow, and M. Cogan. been pur out of 
| . theirplacesin the Mint ? Hath. not 
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M. 13athins, M. Tomes, Sir Thoma: 
Daws, and M. Holloway been pur ou 

| of their places in the Caſtom-houſe ? 
| Were not you Thomas Violet Impri 
| ſoned in the Tower four years, becauſe 
| you ſhould nor tell the truth , and let 
| the Common-wealch know for all that 
| | time, moſt of their Money and Trea-| J* 
F fore. was ſending. ont. of the Na- lo 
| rion. 

| 1 ſhall add ſomething more-to- this.| Þ! 
! | I have obſerved what the State ha 

| gorren by purting our theſe menz and 
I found, Firſt, That.npon the putting 
forth of the old Officers of the Hint 
in M. Swatows place , who was-t 
Clark of the Irons.and Surveyer of t 
Melring-houſe for the Mint a p 
of grear ſkill and truſt , there is now 
2 Clark pur in, to execute that place, 
thar can neither.write nor read 5 and 
other Officers pur into the places. of b 
rhe old ones in the Mizt,that were ut- 
terly ignorant of the Myſteries of man-|. F 
| aging 
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naging 
—_ through the ignorance of the: 


1 houſe, ifthe AR were paſled for the 
Committee. of Trade, there would 


'] put into his Office, that ſeizes Gold 


lt 


Obſtruftions: of the Mint ,- 


Officers, and their want of correſpon- 
dence and acquaintance with ſuch as 
utualy have brought money from: be- 
yond the Seas. 

The old-Officers of che Mint , were 
maſters in this Myſtery, which-is not 
fo ſoon learned as men think. And for 
ſome of thoſe that have been turned 
our of their places out of the Cuſtom- 


quickly be preſented the pradtiſes of 
ſome of the Officers of the Cuſtoms, 
and Petirions for a redreſs of many a- 
buſeſs praftiſed by ſome of them, and 
a Review. Petitioned for, to know u 
on what grounds many of the old Ofti- 
cers were turned our of their places, 
being never charged with any offence, 
bur onely forced out to make way for 
others to come into their places;lome 
of the old Officers of the Cuſtoms be-- 
ing turned ont of.cheir plaecs:,. onely 
becauſe of their afiviry- in ſtopping 
the Gold and Silver of the Nation for 
being Tranſported 3 and this is M. 
Edward wathins his caſe ,. and others 
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Office :- And one. of the. - | 
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when the Merchant recovers. it again 

by Law, the. Searcher. that made the 
ſeizure takes the- Kinsg-Bench, and fo 

- the Merchant may go ſeek his Money, 
ro the great. dammage-of the Mer- 
chanr. | 
13 , Bur according ro formerPrefidents, 
/- al Officers of the Cuſtoms,were to pur 
in ſecurity for the juſt performance of 
their truſt to rhe State, and no Offi- 
cer was to receive the Cuſtoms , and 

| » Moneys of the Common-wealth in any 
Port of this Nation 5 - nor to make any 
ſeizure before he had put in ſecurity 
to the Lord Treaſurer, to make a true 
Account of what moneys: and goods 
comes to their hands, which I (having 
more thi probable reaſons)do believe | 
theColle&ours,& other Officers of the 
Ports, have not done,: to: the great 
| dammage of the Common-wealth, and 
{ | prejudice of the Merchants. If ſeizures 
| be.unjaſtly made, and the Merchants 
recover their- goods or- moneys by a 
Verdi& ar Law, after all their charge 
and hazZard;. not to have their goods 
and moneys again. This diſcovery'I 

' havepur in forthe ſervice of the Com- 
mon-wealth, ir being a cauſe judged 
in the Checquer this laſt Tearm, _ 
"re OT. - 


and Silver before it is. forfeited , and 
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(a) 
for the farure ſack abnſes of the 'new- 
Officers of the Cuſtoms - might be 
prevenred. . | 

I have to ſome men replied this 
AR 3 ir hath been delayed by the 


-Parſiamentr, onely by the multitude of 


other bufmeſs, though I muſt confeſs 
there are very: few. buſineſſes of the 
Commonywealth can take place before 
this, but that all people ſhould fee 
when the Parliaments bufines was a 
lictle over, how zealous in deeds (and 
not in words) they worfld be, for to 
puniſh theſe grear Offendours, and-to 
make them pay. back the unjuſt gain, 
which moneys ſhould be imployed for 
the publick,. and ſo. ſave the Nation 
Taxes : that: I was: confident there 
was not any Member in the- Parlia- 
ment - was guilty. of Tranſportin 
money , 0r if there were, they. d 
not be ſeen to juſtific ſo wicked an 
AQ, bur would be glad to be quier 
in a whole ſkin; aud truly-If\-I did 
know any of them , I would not med- 
dle with them; withour the AR did po- 
firively injoyn me to do it... 

It hath been. objefted to me, by 
ſome Gold-Smiths and others 3 That” 
1 my ſelf ſhave been a traſporter of money, 
and melter down of heavy 'Coyn of the 

Na- 


(6) 

ation, and a furmſber of Gold and 
— to tranſport out of this Nation, 
and a buyer of Gold and Silver above 
the price of the Mint, I deny it not, 
and my Anſwer to them is, An ofd 
. Deer-ſftealer is the beſt keeper of a Park. 
And though I had the late Kings par- 


don , I had it nor but it coſt me f 


dear 3 4 paid art one time to his Pri- 
vy Purſe, rwo thouſand twenty ſhil- 
lings pieces in Gold , and I am our 
[ac this day by his command, -m 
| making the diſcovery of ſuch-as Tranſ- 
ported Gold ,-+ niateen handred 
and threeſcore pounds , both which 
ſums , L have been out of Purſe 
fifreen years: I would not have the 
.greareſt 'Offendour- ( thar 15- a.-Gold- 
gue )-o7 my conſent , pay ſo greata 
ſum.- And this is my Anſwer to them, 
to-thar objeQion. 

I would have them: by my exam- 
ple--leave off. ſo deſtruttive a Frade to 
the Common-wealth,as furniſhiag the 
Tranfporters-with Gold and. Silyer,. 
Culling and melcing dowa the currant 
Coyn. If I had not been-convinced in 
my conſcience”, that it was-bad , I 
. would have followed that Trade ſtill. 
E had as good an Eſtate, as moſt of 
the Gold-Smitls todo it. - I had as 
BIT good 
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good Credit,” and 1 lefr my Trade" as 
fairly, for i challenge ali or any man 
in London, that can fay I did nor pay all 
men ready money to every penny and 
farthing 1 oughr, when I gave over my 
Trade, and the beſt Alderman of 
London cam do no more 3 It is inc 
> dent to all men to Erre, happy is he 
that repentrs, bur to perfiſt againſt 
the bghkr-of a mans Conſcience , is 
done by the ſtrong Inſtigation-of the 
Divel. 
| 1do humbly preſent further, that 
their hath great miſchiefs happened to. * 
this Nation and their Army in Ireland 
ſince this Parliament, by the Indire&t 
dealing of fome Merchants and Gold- 
fmirhs in London, who contratted with 
] fome ofthe adventurers for Frelazd, to 
ſell them Rials' of _ and forraign 
Coyns, giving them ſome ſmallrime, 
bur che poor Souldiers that received 
theſe moneys in 1reland, left above 
twenty pound in the hundred by the 
moneys ſo paid them; for firſt the 
Gdld-fmiths culled our all che weighti- 
eſt, and delivered none bat Light and 
Clipped, and than the courſneſs of the 
Silver which: was Bead money, ane 
adulterated in the Weſt Indies in rhe 
Mints, ſomerimes fixpence, ſometimes 
more - 
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(6) : 
more upon every piece of Eight, as is: 
well: known to fome Gold-ſmiths and 
Merchants, ſo that. by the baſeneſs of 
the Allay & want of Weighc,their hath. 
been ar the leaſt twenty pound in the: 
haondered loſs rothe- Souldiers : Ifhe 
would > \make any: return; of it to his 
wife or children in England, as many 
af rhem found by fad experience. 

_ **The Gold-ſmirhs: are: the- general: 
g/! © Caſhiers for ſome of the Principal. 
Merchants in the Citie, and this rule 
the - Gold-ſmiths obſerve when they 
receive. moneYs,.to tzke none that is 
Bad or Clipped ( but letany man ſend 
to-rthem to. receive moneys, they ſhall 
have grearquanticies of Glipped: mo+ 
ney: mixed in their moneys theyre» 
ceive,. and ſome of it conſtantly -will . 
eſcape the telicrs eys ) which Clipped 
moneys:the Gold-ſmichs byy of ſeve- 
rakpeople for Bullion, burnever Ceyn 
it; the reſt thar they. cannot, putoff 
here in Londay, they have their Agents 
rent it ro Grafters and' other people tn 
the Countrey all over the Nation, by 
which means in many Towns and Cir 
nes of this Narion,they are ſo peſtered 
with Clipped money,that their is lictle 
elſe ſtirring in payment, to the un- 
unſpeakable dammage of the receiver, 


who 
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who cannot pay itin Lexdon, butſell 
it: to the: Gold-ſmiths , ſometimes ar 
rwenty five aud thirty in the handered 
abated : which is by the Gold-ſmichs 
rerurned down into the Countrey next 
week after ; So that this abuſe is like 
a'Horſe in HONG: TOs _— 
a chear put peop e Nas- 
tion, nd —_ a ſtrit A of Parlias 
ment” againſt ir,. will not be pre» 
rented, 

All theſe abuſes aforefaid, are fo 
high and Tranſcendent ( that the of- 
fendours ought to be uſed as men 
uſually uſe Wolves and Foxes ) for if 
privare Murther be fo penall)) much 
more is publick Myrther (now money 
is the Life, Blond, and Soul of the 


.| Common-wealch, withour ir no great 


ation can- be undertaken) for the 
ſervice of the Nation ) and thoſe thar 
Tranſpert it or adulterate it in 
Weight, may well be eſteemed as the 
ogreareſt enemies to the Common- 
wealth ,- therefore that you would 
be pleaſed togive all encoumagement 
roall people, both in the- Sea-ports of 
this Nation,and in the Citie of Loxdon, 
for the diſcovery of the —_——— 
of Gold and Silver, and ſach as c 

out the heavy Silver Coyn of the Na- 

ri0n, 


'rionzjandfſuch as have bought Gold and 
[Silver above the price of the Minr for 
ro: Tranſport : for as the affairs now | #* 
of this Nation ſtand; you cannor have | 
@xgrearecr ciflervice done rotheCom- br 
monwealth, and: you will find thef. |! 
Commiſlioners and Officers of the Cu-||'Þ 
toms, cerrifie ro the Commiſtioners off 
the Navy in Sept. 1647. their. defires} 8" 
in their fourth Article, thar@ grearerſ 
allowance ſhould be given to ſuch as | © 
diſcover the Tranſporters of Gold or þ__ 
Sthver, than by the Staruces in that} 
Caſe is provided, and the Stacure in | D 
1. Henry 8. cap. 13. gives double the 
value, the one balf ro him that ſhall ( 
ſeize it, or cherefore Spe by ation of 
Debt ar the Common-Law, and by{{t 
thisdraughc of the Ac, their is burone$'©: 
Moyctie of what ſhall be-proved rofl 
have been Tranſported given rothef0n 
Proſecutour. =o be 
- - What forraign' Nations do, - youſſtte1 
have here _the_Prefidents of :France , 
Holland, Flanders , and what former 
ages here in this Nation have done, C 
p you have in 14 Rich. 2. cap. 12 
.- AﬀRof Parliament Commiſtions. madef - 
through the Realm,for to enquire fron 
the beginning of his Reign, which w: 
for fourceen years,. of ſuch as had con4l 
| veyeaty --- 


_ 
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veyed the money of Englaxd ont of the 
Nation,to the dammage of the Realm : 
ow | and without you make the like Com-g 


:ve | miſſions, che Common-wealth will be 


m- | brought to extream poverty. 

the |. Here are annexed two Certificates of 
=11. | the Officers of the Mint, and Com- | 
« off miſfioners and Officers for theCuſtoms, | 
Tres grounded upon an Order of Parlia- | 
1rer | Ment, and an Order of the Commiſſio- | 
h as | 2cTr5 of rhe Navy, VIRs GY 


© 5 NOW A 
chath- _ - | 
J * De Mercurn, I. Sept. 1647. 


r 

ſhall Rdered by the Commons in Par- 

MN 0 liament afſembled, Thar it be re- 

| by fetred'ro the Commirree of the Navy | 

one conſider of, and rake ſome cffeftn-: | 

d rof a1 conrſe ropreventthe Tranſportati- | 

orheſon of Exon our of the Kingdom : and | 
peedily ro report what they have done. | 

you herein ro the Houle. 

ance , ' *'H. ELSYNGy Cler. Parl. 


jone, Commttee of the Navie 


i 2. September, 1647. 
- front Tr Commiſſioners and Officers of 
h w: the Cuſtoms with Maſter athins 
i conc head Searcher, are defired to con- 


fader 


pay 
6% 
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fider of ſome courſe to be taken to pre [ 


vent the Tranſportation of Bu{/ion out 
oof the Nation, according to an Or- 
der of the Houſe of Commons hereun- 
to annexed ; and to certifie the ſame to 
the Committee, 2 

Gules Green. 


| e Commiſtioners and Officers 
for the Cuſtoms, having together 
with the head Searcher, in the Porr of 
London, in purſuance of the direRions 
of this Honourable Committee above 
mentioned, peruſed ſundry Statutes 
yer in force, relating, as well to t 
reſtraiat of the Exportation of Bxlli- 
0n,. as the Regulation of Merchants- 
Ina in their way of Trade, do 
hambly conceive. 


T That if the Statute of ». Hen, 6.1 


cap.6. enyoyning Merchants- Strangers, 
ro give ſecurity in Chancery, not ro 
Tranſport the Money or Plate of rhe 
Realm. And the Stature.of 3. Hen. 7. 
cap. 8. enjoyning them to employ the 


money they receive,. in the Merchan- 
dize of this Nation. 

2 And thatto the Statue of $5. Rich. 
2. Cp. 2. and 2. Hen. 4. cap. 5. The 
Parliament would be pleaſed, Firſt x0 
declare who ſhall be cepured —_ 
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wo. 
whc 


dea 


ro 
ens: 


for 


; 


[for that fince the ſiting of this Parlia- 
ment, the Children of Aliens born in 


this Kingdom, are reputed Free-born 
SubjeRts, and do enjoy their Privi- 
ledges accordingly : which in former 
times was not allowed till the_ third 
deſcent. Secondly, To declare by Or- 
dinance that the Eſtates of him or 
them that ſhall Export money or 
Plate, ſhall be immediately Seque- 
ſtered. 

3 To impoſe a ſevere Penalty upon 
the Maſter of ſuch Ship or Veſſel, up- 
on which any money or Plate ſhall be 
found above his ordinary charges, he 
being pe thereunto. 

4 To allow to ſuch as ſhall diſcover 
or-find-our, any Bullzen or Plate, en- 
deavoured to be Tranſporred, a greater 
ſhare and proportion, than by the 
Statutes in that caſe is yet provided. 

$ And to ſettle ſome way of puniſh- 
ment for ſach as ſhall refiſt, or abuſe 
Officers ſufficiently Authorized in 


Itheir endeavours this way on the 


Stares behalf. 
The faid Commiſſtoners and Ofti- 
, do humbly conceive , Thar it 
would be a good means to deter ſuch, 
who by all ſecret means do dayly en- 
deayour the Exportation of the oy 
an 
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and Bul/;on of rhis Kingdoms and much | 
| preventrhe Exporration thereof. All 
which, nevertheleſs they humbly ſub- / 
mit to the Wiſdom of this Honourable i © 
Commirree. 


| Thbo. Dawes Coll. 

| | Tohts Holloway Comptr. 
4 R. Carmarden Super. Vil. 
Edw. wathms Searcher. 
2, Toomes Super. Vil. Gen. 
walter Boothby. 
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much | 
. All] 
 ſub- 
rable 
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he' Officers of the Mint in 
the iower of London, 
whoſe names are here under 
written, in purſuance of the 
; direttions of the Honoura- 
ble Committee of the 
Navy, #n relation to their 
Order dated the 3. of De- 
cember preſent, do humbly 
Conceive, and wertifie as 
followeth. 


Tx ro prevent great abuſes pra” 
iid upon the/Coyn and Bullion 


of the Natjon, which 'is Tranſported 
out of che Nacion 3.45 alſo to prevent 
the Culling and Mcelcing down the 
currant money of the Nation : and 
for rhe diſcovering of ſuch as have of- 
fended co be brought ro juſtice, tO 
THI deer others from ative che" hke 
* abuſes for che jurure, do hymb:y cou- 
That according to the . Pretident of 
D the 
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the 14. Rich. 2. cap. 12. a Commiſſion}, . th 
be granted to make _— through n ry 
the Realm, of ſuch as conveyed rs 
the moneys of England out of the Na-ſ. 
tion, and ro make enquirie after all no 
ſuch as Melr, and Cull out the heavy ny" 
currant money, contrary to the Statute [1 
of the 4- Hem. 4. cap. 10. none to Melt Fed 
the currant” Silver -Coyns of the Narti- [.., -. 
on, upon pain of forfeirure four times 


the value. - 

Thar 2. Hen. 6. cap 12. It is ordain- þ arti: 
ed, that neither the Maſter-Warker | © 
of the Mint, nor the Changerifor the | 
rime being, neither ſell or cauſe robe | _ 


ſold, nor Alien to no other. uſe 3 but ſha 
apply the ſame wholly ro Cayn, ac- | 
cording to the tenure -of the Inden- | an 
rure of the Mint, made berween the | _. 
Kings Majeſty and the Maſter of the | 1. 
Mint : todeclare by Ordinance, Thar 
what Gold- ſmith, or Changer ſhall buy | ,j; 
+ Gold or Silver, and convert it to any | ;c, 
uſe ro Tranſport, ſhall forfeit the || | 
yalue. 

To declare by Ordinance, that ac- : 
cording to the 5. and 6.Edw-6.cap.ig. | 
an Ad rouching the Exchange of Gold | _- 
and Silver. That whoſoever grves-more | T, 
for Gold and Silver than it is, or ſhall | ,, 
be declared, ſhall ſuffer Impriſonamen , ES. 

| >. by 
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y the ſpace of a year, and make Fine | 


t the pleaſure of the State. The Mint 
annor be employed, nor the Tran- 
oo Trealure ſtopped, if ſome 
durſe be not ſpeedily taken to diſco- 
yer theſe great abuſes. And already, 
almoſt all the Gold is Tranſported out 
f the Nation : aud the Silver follow- 
thit apace, as is prudently infiſted 
pon in the late Petition of the Ciri- 
zens of London, ro both Houſes of 
acliament. 

We. humbly conceive, that the 
making of. this diſcovery through- 
out the Nation, of ſuch as have, or 
ſhall Tranſport Gold and Silver into 
parts beyond the Seas, and of ſuch 


| as have, or ſhall Melt down the cur- 


rant Gold and Silver Coyns of the 
Nation, or have, or ſhall buy Gold 
and Silver atabove the price of the 
Mint: the prattiſe of which abuſes, 
if not timely prevented, is likely to 
bring ſpeedie deſtruction to the 
Trade of this Ri:gdom : which is 
Prefidented Amno 4. Rich. 2. cap, 2. 
when the Nation found the ſame 
miſchief as we now ſuffer under, by 
Tranſporting of Treaſure. And 
Anno 5. avd '6. Edw. 6. cap. 19. by 
giving for:Gcld and Silyer above 
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che price of the Mint. As it will be nee 
a ſervice of grear importance to the |, 1 
Publick affairs, and bring great ad-| - 
vantage to the Trade of this Nati-J - ” 
on 3 ſo it will draw with it a very bo 
great charge. Which if Maſter 5 
1athins will andertake, he will de- 
ſerve well to be encouraged. Ne- 
vertheleſs , we -humbly ſubmir the 
premiſes, to the Wiſdoms of thi: 
Honourable Commitree. 


and | 
paſſt 
have 
eſe 
hey 
Fobn St John Warden. 
Robert Harlcy Maſter. 
Henry Cogan Gomptr.. 
December 20. 1647. 


| Gentlemen by reaſon of thei, :. + 
places in the cuſtom-houte, ang: 
Mint within the Tower of London, ang, 1... 
their long experience in Merchandiy, 
and Trade of this Nation 3 I humb 
conceive their Certificates will leave... 
great Impreſſion upon rhe Parliamen 
aud on the Honourable Commairte 
that are appointed ro report this AG 
thar what theſe Genrlemen have cert 
fied, harh been done apon a grear def} 
of confideration, and upon great &< 1 
perience, with all their beſt $kill aqJF,.. .- 
judgement for the ſervice of this N 


niet 
was | 


be 
he 
id- 
Iti- 


e 
ſter 
de- 


he 
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on in this moſt weighty Bufineſs, ir 
ending fo highly to the ſafety and 
welfare of the blick ( and thedelay 
of paſting this AR in itsFull force and 
vigour ) will one day be found to be 
ighly deſtrufive ro this Nation and 
har the defign hath been ſer a foor, 
and proſecuted to hinder the AQ for 
paſſing, is done by ſome people that 
have . made themſelves fortunes by 

eſe wicked prattiſes , and though 
hey dare nor ſpeak againſt the AC, 
yet they labour to ſtop it and delay it, 
or to procure the altering of it that irc 
may be uneffecual, to givea ſtop to 
theſe wiſchiefs which | hope they ſhall 
never be able ro effed 3 1 would have 

eſe men to know Juſtice is ſlow, bur 
It is ſare, and I am aſſured they will be 


diſcovered and brought to - Juſtice 
"Jwhen they leaſt think of it, forbear- 


ance will be no payment, and this Act 
ill bring- their dark ations to light 
when it is paſſed the Houſe : Bcfides 


— Wheſe former Certificates, the At now - 
Jcommitted was drawn up by a Coam- 


nictee of the Councell of State, and I 


Jas required:to attend the Right Ho- 


hourable Sr Zames Harrington in Fa- 
7y laſt, being on of the Committee 


Por taking away the obſtruftions of the 
D 


3 Mint 
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Mint, which I did accordingly, and 
thereupon by Order of the Honourable 
Committee, for removing of the ob- 


ſtruRtions of the Mint, I was defired te] 


fend into Ho!7.md for ſeveral Coyns of 
farraign Gold and Silver, and' ſe- 


yeral Placcaets' and Weights, and}. 


ſome of the ſaid Gold and Silver I have 
delivered to Doftour Gwrden tro make 
Aſlayes of, for theſervice of the Stare, 
the remamder I have ready to deliver 
ro any, thar willſee me paid upon the 
delivery, I having demanded money 
of Doftour G«rden divers times, who 
tells me, he will procure money, but 
hath not as yer paid me for what I'de- 
livered him : and if I ſhould nor be 


paid for the Gold and Silver I writ fory ; 


from Ho!l:nd, the ſame price as by my 
friend I paid for it in the Bank in.Ho!- 
land, their would be a great loſs re- 
dound rome ro Coyn ir here ( and loſe 
the Exchange 3 The Exchange from 
Holland, when 1 writ for rlieſe Specj 
running at about thirty rwo ſhilling 
Flemiſh. 

I dohumbly defire the Honourable 


Committee for obſtraftions of the 


Minr, to call to the old Clarks of the 
Mint for an acomprt of what they hav 


done about the Aſſayes made ot 
forraigr 


forr; 


ou 

the 
pOoIr 
ſer 
V 
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forraign Coyns, and I humbly defire 
you to conſider, how much ir were for 


"| the ſervice of the Nation , both in 


point of Honour, Profit, and ſafety ro 
ſer your Mint on work. 

Which upon the peril of my life, 
if you paſs the Aft as it is recommend- 
ed from the Countel of Stare, I will 
find our wayes to ſet your Mint pre- 
ſently agoing, or loſe both my Eſtate 
and Life : I would not make this pro- 
fer bur that I am ſure of ir, it is well 
known to all the Officers of the Mint, 
I know as much of Mint buſineſs as a- 
ny of them here do,and for the Gold- 
ſmithsI am ſure they think I knowto 
much : and the Merchants have found 
it, that TI know what many did and do 
here, and what their Fattours did and 


"I do beyond S-as, and to be Maſter of 


this ſecret, coſt me many a hundred 
pound, beſides many years time and 
pains, and by my intelligence in the 
Sea-ports of this Nation,I have cauſed 
the Tranſporters of money to beFiued 
at four and rwenty thouſzhd one hun- 
dred pound, and now as I have laid 
this buſineſs, they ſhall be diſcovered 
all over this Nanon, if I ſhould offer 


1 this, and conld do the like ſervice in 


any other State, I humbly conecive 
D 4 I 
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I need not perition twice, but it would 
be accepred ar the firſt rime, and the 
delay of paſſing this At moves me nor 
arall for my own particular, but for the 
Common-wealrh. I ſhall never forger 
Sir Fobn (ok? his rule ro me, and 
hee was Secretarie of Sate to the 
late K1N Gy, That be never 
knew a patient , and a wietlant 
aan loſe his buſineſs, if it were juſt, for 
at one time o; anothir,that man will find 
at oppsrtunity to do it;and truly,by ob- 
ſerving this rule, have paſſed through 
grear buſineſs, and ſome, of much dif- 
ficulry 3 for all which I humbly thank 
God, and atnibure it to his mercie. 
There is another cauſe of great waſt 
of the Treaſure of the Nation, which is 
the great quantity of Flanders Laces, 
and French Laces, both in the Thread, 
and in Silk, which are imported into 
this Nation, to the value of many 
ſcores of thouſand pounds a. year, 


which Lace is ſtole in without paying 


any Cuſtom, being ſubrtilly packed in 
Commodities of great - Bulk. 

But what the State lofes by the Cu- 
ſtom, is nothing in Co iſon , what 
it looſes in ſtock : for Ye Rerurns of 
this Lace is for the moſt part ſent over 
in Gold and Silyer of the currant 
Coyns 
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Coyns of this Narion. 

Neither is this Miſchief all the hurt 
that cometh to the CommG-wealth, for 
this Lace is made by them in France 
and Flanders, that can afford ir far 
cheaper than any of our poor can do 
here 3 for generally it is made in Re- 
ligious honfes , in their Nanneries, 
which Nuns generally bring in to the 
Religious houſes their Dowries when 
they zre 2dmitred, and as long as they 
live, they are well provided for all 
manner of neceſlarics ro live very 
handfomly , both for their dyer ard 
apparrel, bemg left to their voluntarie 
choiſe afrer their Religious Exerciſes 
is done, to ſpend their time as they 
pleaſe. 

Now many of then? being excellent 
Needle-women , ſpend their time in 
making Cur-works for their Altar- 
Cloths, Black Laoes for Scarffs, and 
Flanders Laces (as they are called ) 
though many of them are made im 
France. 

Theſe the Nuns make, and fel! 
great quantities of them into Erglans, 
which money, is all Returned into the 
uſe of the Moraſteries, theſe Nurs 
thinking they merit meſt, thar can ger 
their Monaſterics moſt money by their - 
labour. Ds And” * 


” *© And truly. when I have been im 
company of ſome fine Dames in Lox- 
den, that profeſs much 3 I have told 
them of their Laces and Gorgets, that 
if they did know whom they made rich 
by ſuch vanities , they would lay by 
the faſhion, and give that money they 
ſpent in Flanders Laces to the. poor, 
and not be inſtruments of - making 
Nuns & Monaſteries rich beyond Seas3 
; and 1 have defired them to think how 
contrary their work was to their Hus- 
bands : their Husbands are deſtroying 
Biſhops Honſes and Lands, and Deans 
and Chapters houſes,and Lands here in 
England, being Reliques of Popery,and 
their Wives by buying up of the Nuns 
Laces in England, with the Returns 
of that. Money, which they produce 
here, are a building Nunneries , and 
Religious Houfes in-France and Flan- 
acys. 

I humbly defire all the Engiiſh Gen» 
ty, that are wearers of Lace , both 
men and Women tv cuuſider ſeriouſly 
what I fay : it is of concernment. I 
take God to witneſs, I have heard 
French-men, and Dwtch-men lay to me, 
above . twelve years ago, that have 
dealt in Cut-work Laces, and in Flan- 
#ers Laces, both black and white here 
| in 
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vered,once in one thouſand-times.Burt 
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i London , that they did belicve there 
was above five hundred thouſand 
pounds ina year Tranſported in Gold 
and Silver into France and Flanders , 
onely in- Return of Forreign' Cur- 
works , and: Flanders Laces, both 
Black and white 3 and I believe m my 
conſcience they ſpoke truth 3 and to 
this day there is extream exceſſes in 
theſe vanities , which” as your affairs 
of che Common-wealth ſtand , highly 
concern you to look to prevent it, for 
| humbly defire you to conſider, the 
Nation flings away ſo much ſtock in 
money for Flanders Lace is of no uſe 
bur to keep up pride and vanities 5 
Gold and Silver Lace makes ſomthing 
upon the - Return , one hundred 
pounds worth may make about fourty 
pounds when you have done wearing 
of it: Butfor thred and Silk Laces, 
that which coſt one hundred thouſand 
pound,when they are worn our, will 
not make the Common-weakh one 
nny. 

I do humbly defire* you to conſider 
of a ſtrict Law againſt importing any 
forreign Laces, or ſelling them in' Lo»- 
don; the forfeiture of the Laces is 
nothing, for that itwill not be diſco- 


L 


(82) 
1 humbly conceive, ic muſt be made 
Felonie for any. to Import Flanders , 
French,or forreign Laces orCut-works, 
and loſs of any Shop-keepers Eſtate 
that ſhall knowinglyſell any forreign 
Laces , either Flanders , or any 0- 
ther. 

By which means you will prevent 
the Tranſporting many hundred thou- 
_ ſand pounds of Treaſure in a year,and 
you will ſtop the Trade of making 
Nunneries Rich by our money : And 
if the Gentry will wear Laces, let them 
on Gods name pur our own poor on 
work, and not forreigners3 and by this 
means, ;You will give-relief tro many 
poor Gentelwomen , which through 
the calamities of the War are almoſt 
ſtarved, and they are aſhamed to beg, 
and they would be glad to make Lace, 
if any would employ them. 

There is alſo a grear and: exceſfive 
waſte of the Gold of this Nation,in the 
vanity of guilding ofCharoches,which 
is come to that extravagancie,that if a 
Bainian of the Eaſt-Indies, or a Chinoes 
. of China, or any other ſtrange Nati- 
on ſhould come to Hide-Park in an af- 
ter-noon, he would report in his own: | 
Countrey ſuch ſtories, as your Feſuits 
reporteth of Perue, and: Mexico , _= 
the 
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the firſt diſcoverie of the wef-Indies 3 
That there were towns that all the houſes 
were covered over with Gold and Sil- 
ver: Sowould an Indian report the 
Gentry's Wealth of this Nation 5 
That they were drawn through the ſtreets 
of this Citie of London in Charoches co- 
vered over with beaten Go'd. 

But I ſhall cell you what a French- 
Merchant ſaid to me this Sommer in 
Hide-Park , as we were talking of the 
great quantities of Eng/zſh Gold,which 
hath been Tranſporred into France 
and Flanders, and other forreign parts3 
Saith the French-Mrrchant ro me , I 
have beard you often complain of all the 


Engliſh Gold, being tranſported beyond + + 


the Seas, and now we are again ſpeaking 
of it , 1 will demonſtrate to you preſently, 
that all is not gone , for you ſee how many 
gulded Charoches bere are, then laugh- 
ing, he told me, you ſee Sir, how you 
are miſtaken , all your Gold js not gont , 
but if you had ſaid,almoſt all the Engliſh 
Gold is tranſported beyond the Seas, 
that I would have granted you , for you 
have the ſhell of the Gold to guild your 
Charoches, and to make you . fine things , 
but we in France have thc kernel of your 
Gold, . and thus much 1 grant you. But 


we m France, and Holland, and Flan- 
b-E75 ders 
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dersbavenotall, we ave more conſcuu- 
nable , good Monſtur Violet. I was 
foreed to bite my lip, for I could not 
deny bur thathe fpake truth. 

There is another great waſt of 
Gold and Silyer in this Common- 
wealth , and that is, the making of 
Gold and SilverThread and Lace with- 
in this Nation -: there are ſome things 
maybe ſaid for it , and ſome things 

againſt ic 3 TI ſhall impartially pur 
down ſome things whatT knowin this 
buſineſs; for I had the principal care 
of regulating that Man e of 
Gold and Silver Wyer and Thread, for 
five years together in the late Kings 
x [rime, and paid him about four thou- 
-#{and pounds yearly for it , and now it 
tis under the regulation of the Commilſ- 
fioners of Exciſe, and-F am confident 
doth not make the tenth penny to the 
State , asI paid to the late King; be- 
fides I was enjoyned to look to the 
juſt ſtandard of the Silvcr, aad to the 
 ſubſtancial making of the Manufatture, 
which now is totally negledted:, and 
the Common-wealth cheated in the 
courſeneſs of much of the Silyer,and in 
the ſleighr making of it. 

If the ManufaRure of the Gold and 

Silver Thread ,. was -broughc in-from 
beyond * 


L- 
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_ 
beyond the Seas , .then would the- 
State have the Cuſtem, there: being 'a 
great Impoſt and Cuſtom laid on it, 
which would be a confiderable Reve- 
nue to - the Common-wealth. The 
Common-wealth in the ſtock.of their 
Treaſare would be augmented, for all 
Gold and Silver Thread makes a Re- 
rurn to'the melting pot |, -and fo in- 
creaſes the ſtock of money in the Na- 
rion:3 - beſides, that is an advantagious 
Trade, which for the Returns of our 
Commodities and Manufatures of 
England brings us Returns in Silver. 
There is replied to this, the ſetting 
ſo-many thouſands of poor people on 
work, whichwill-ſtarve if the Manufa- 
ures of Gold and Silver Thread, were 
brought in from beyond the Seas, or 
if the State ſhould prohibit the wear- 
ing of Gold and Silver Thread and 
Lace. Indeed this is of great confi- 
deration, and ought to be conſidered 
on. But then if they will have leave 
to make it here , it ſhould 'be' done 
with ſuch reſtraints and limitations, as 


» the Treaſure of the Nation ſhould nor 


be waſted nor impared , the Curranr 
money of the Nation ſtitbuld not be 
culled out ro make Gold and Silyer 
Thread, as many hundreds of _ 
an 


-* 


ſand potnds have bin ſince the making 
of this manufafture , which was bur 
begun to be a Trade in London within 
- leſs than fourty years;alſo there ſhould 
be areſtriftion of the number of the 
workers , not to increaſe as they have 
done, and the Wyer-drawers ſhould 
- be a diſtin& Corporation, and Officers 
appoinred to look after their due and 


* Orderly working, and an account kept 


; for the State , of what Silver and Gold 
1s ſpent every year in the Manufacture, 
and the Companic of Gold Wyre- 
drawers enjoyned te bring in the va- 


|  lue in ZBullon from beyond the Seas, as 


they waſt in this Manufa@ure ; for 
without doing of this, the Trade is 
wholly deſtructive to the Common- 
wealth , and there can be no juſt 
plea, for toallow their Trade to conrti- 
nue. 
I 'humbly conceive the Common- 
wealthis not ina condition to ſuffer 


fifty thouſand pounds a year in Silver, - 


to be bruſhed and blown away out of 
Gold and Silver Lace : If thoſe that 
work the Manufatture will not See to 
Import Silver from beyond the Seas, 
0 bound-not to work Silver with 
a Core of Copper, and ſell it for good 
Silver , for which cheat I have cauſed 
: ſome 
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ſome of them to ſtand in the pillory, 
when I had the mannaging of that ma- 
nufature 3 and alſo that the Wyre- 
drawers be bound , not ro make any 
Spangles, Wyre or Thread,under ſter- 
ling, which heretofore hath been their 
daily pradtiſe, and I believe is .conti- 
naed till. 

M. 7ackſm. the Aſſay-maſter of 
Gold-ſmichs Hall, by direCtion of the 
Lords of the Councel , made many 
fcore of Aſſays of Gold and Silver 
Spangles , Lace, Wyre, and Thicad 
found and raken in Silk-mens ſhops, 
which were adulterated, and under-the: 
Standard, and this Manufacture will 
never be juſty made, if there be nota 
government ſetled by a Corporation, 
and then the Trade might be fo man- 
naged by their contrafting for Builzor 
from beyond the Seas, that they may 
ger a great Manufafture herez bur 
I humbly defre the Trade may be dri- 
ven with forreign Silver,imported ,and 
not with the Stock,or Coyn ofthe Na- 
rion. 

I do humbly declare nnto you, that 
being required to atrend the Commitr- 
tee of the Councel of State, about the 
AR now preſented to the Parliament, 


I did fee, and was privie upon what 


grave 
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rave confiderarion every branch of 


e Act now depending before the 
Honourable Committee, was framed 
and put down by the Commirtee of 
the Councel of State, before ever it 
waSrecommended co the Pathament 3 
and Ido humbly defire for the Service 
of the Common-wealth, if any altera- 
tions be made in the AR, thoſe that 
_ drew the draughr of the At, may be 
' required to atrend the Committee to 
give their reaſons for the whole Aﬀt,or 
any part of itz far upon the effeftual 
_—_ of this At, much doth depend 
or the ſafety of this Nation, and it is 
of a higher concernment to the Nation 
than I camexpreſs; and I humbly con- 
cetive, there ought to be no reſpe& of 
private intereſt, where the faferyof the 
Nation is ſo highly concerned. | 

I humbly defire the Honourable 
Commitree, that the Certificate of rhe 
Officers of the Mint may be taken 
mro your ſerious conſiderations, 
there being very few men in the Nati- 
on, can ſpeak ſo much upon their own 

ence of theſe abuſes concern- 
ing the Treaſure of the Nation , as 
theſe Gentlemen, the Officers of the 
Mint have certified, which ever fince 
their Certifleate, - hath been found in 
. every 
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oy part to be true. 

ie Mint ſtanding ſtill & negle&@- 
ed, the Treaſure that hath been Im- 
ported, was never brought into the 
Ainc, bur Exported our again 3 by 
which means for the private gain of a 
few men, the Nation is ruined and Im- 
poveriſhed; and a Trade Inwards, and 
Ontwards driven without paying of 


Cuſtom , and the Stock of Treaſure of - 


the Nation almoſt all Exported in 
theſe times, now there is ſo mach oc- 
cafion for money, ro the admration 
and aſtoniſhment of many lovers of 
the Common-wealth , that truly un- 
derſtand the ſecrets and Myſteries of 
Trade. 

And what miſchiefs theſe doings 
will in the end bring upon this Com- 
mon-wealth, is deeply apprehended 
by many wiſe men, and can have no 
ſtop hur by a vigorous Ae to bring 
the Offendours ro Examplary Juſtice, 
whoſe Fines and Compoſitions , 
throughout the Nation, will amoant 
to many ſcores of thouſands of pounds 
ro the Srate, for the payment of pub- 
lick debts, if Commiſſions of enquiries 
according to former prefidents be 
granred by a& of Paliament” through- 


out $21 Nation, -to enquire for the laſt - 


ten. 


—— ————— _— _ 


ten years of theſe abulcs. 

If in declaring what hath paſſed at 
the Commirtee , and of other Trant- 
ations, be nor uſual, I ſhall, and do 
kumbly defire to have my pardon, for 
if my tilence might not have endan- 
gered the Common-wealth , this thar 
I have ſaid ſhould never have come to 
publick view , for I know how to 
keep Secrets as well as ſome other 
MEN. 

I have read of one thar was bern 
dumb ,. and fo continued for many 
yeais, ſeeing one comming to kill his 
father, cryed out, God ſave my Father, 
and fo gave timely warning for his Fa- 
ther to prevent the danger. 

A happy ſpeaking of the child. for 
the father. 

Traly I count the Obligation to my 
Countrey, above the Obligation ro my 
Father. 

I have ſeen this danger many years 
coming upon the Nation. Though 
[ am but young, and.[groranr im other 
buſineſs, I am ſure there are few, if 


any in the Nation, that have had thoſe ' 


ways and means to find our, and dif 
- cover theſe miſchiefs , as I have. I 
know and. apprehend more, - than I 

| will 
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will or can expreſs. | 

The great miſchiefs Tranſporting 
Gold and Silver, brings on this Nati- 
on, I apprehend. | 

The condition of your Army, which 
muſt be burrhenſom, if they have not 
money to pay for their Quartering, I 
apprehend the danger and dam- 
mage. 

The neceflity of Trades-men , and 
Haxdy-Crafts men will be put to for 
want of imployment, upon the ſcar- 
city of money, making all Trade to 
decay , 1 apprehend. 

The ſad condition of poor people, 
who will be enforced for want, to part 
with their clothes , their bedding, 
their diſhes they ear their meat in , I 
apprehend 

The danger the want and poverty 
of the poor will bring upon this State, 
if there be not ways found out to 
bring in Money into the Nation, I do 
very ſadly and (crioufly apprehend the 
inconveniences.. 

And therefore I cry, God ſve the 
Common-wealth. ; | 

God pur it. into the hearts of the 
Parliamgnr, t0 ſee ro keep rhar little 
money we have yerleft 3 *and to find 

> F ,' our 
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out , and puniſh thoſe that have 
cheated , and robbed the Common- 
wealth of their Treaſure , and to ſtu- 
die ways how to-bring in money into 
the Nation, for if this 'be wor done 
ſpeedily, in all probability, greater 
inconveniences 
come on the Common-wealth. 

. Much moreI could ſay, bur if theſe 
Reaſons before recited ,-nor the Cer- 
tificates of the officers of theCuſtoms, 
and the Certificate of the Officers of 
the Mint , and ſeveral Reaſons of ſome 
Aldermen of che Citie of London , for 
the ſtopping of the Tranſporting of 
Gold and Silver, and the Citie of Lon- 
dons Petition to the Parliament , pre- 
ſenting the great inconveniences 
Tranſporting Treaſure hath brought 
npon this Citie of Loz40n and the Na- 
tion 3 I humbly ſay, if all theſe will 
mot prevail , I have done : For if I 

Thould wrire a Volume as big as Specds 

Chronicle, I cannor give more clearer 

fatisfaftion of the neceflitie of paſſing 

this Ad. 
If God hath decreed this Nation 
ſhall be couzned of all its Treaſure,and 

- the Offendours not queſtioned, nor 

diligent <nquirie made after it , [.. 

ſuc 


I dare write, will - 
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| fuch means as onr_ Anceſtors and o- 
ther Nations (having far lefs occafion 
for money than we have)do dailypra- 
ctiſe3 to prevent theſe miſchiefs, and 
diſcover the Offendours, I ſhall with 
all humilitie ſubmir to Gods Provi- 
dence, and reſt ſarisfied. 

I have clearly diſcharged my dutyto 
my Countrey, in declaring this bufi- 
neſs to the Common-wealth, thar-ſo 
they may know the true Reaſons of 
the ſcarcity of Gold and Silver in the 
Nation, and the dammage they ſa- 
ain by the want thereof , and how 
the Mint comes to be obſtrutted, thar 
almoſt no money hath been Coyned 
for theſe three laſt years. 

Whar is here ſaid, is with all hu- 
_— preſented to the Parliament 
for- the ſervice * of the Common- 
wealth, by a faithfull lover of his 
Countrey , being defired to ſtate 
my Reaſons by ſome in Authoritie 
for paſſing.the aforeſaid a, I hum- 
bly obeyed it , and humbly con- 
ceive (if it were .madeſtrifter than 
itis) it were far better for the Com- 
mon-wealth : For Tranſporting 
Treaſure heretofore hath been 
aaade Felonie, when the Common- 


—_ ; 


- Hor ſo mnch occaſion to ſee to keep 
" their Trealvre in the Nation , and 
- their Mint;going, as now they bave. 
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: London, Sz 
July 15.1650. | WB. 03: | 
| Thomas Violet. 
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